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Man Spricht Deutsch
Eure Lage ist hoffnungslos.
Oyre Lahge ist hoffnoongslohs.
Your position is hopeless.

Saturday, Feb. 17, 1945

Tokyo Attack Still Rages

Three Key Reich Cities

Threatened by Koniev

In Advance on Berlinl

Marshal Koniev's spearheads last night were reported men-
acing three key German cities in the line. guarding Berlin's
southeastern approaches, while Koniev’s flanks linked with Mar-
shal Zhukov's units west of the Oder River, about 70 miles from

the capital.

Cottbus, Guben and Forst, industrial centers which lie within

lSoviet-Alh’_od Liaison
Set Up to Direct Raids

LONDON, Feb. 16 (Reuter).—
It was confirmed in London to-
night that the narrowing of the
homb line ahead of the Russian
armies has led to the organiza-

tion of a liaison command to
direet
cities.

| liaison is believed to be in
| | Moscow. The choice for this

important post has fallen, it is
{ believed, on a high RAP officer.

65 miles of Berlin, were in the path of Koniev's advancing forces.

1,000 Heavies
Blast Nazi Rail,

Fuel Targets

shiftidg the weight of the three-
day aerial barrage against the
Reich from the Eastern to the
Western Front, more than 1,000

Two of the cities, Guben and
Forst, were within range of Soviet
guns.
News Blackout

There were no further reporis of
Koniev's advance to the River
Neisse, on the approaches teo Goer-
litz, about 50 mites from Dresden.
German dispatches said heavy
rains had fallen in that sector.

A news blackout on activities on
Marshal Zhukov's front directly
east of Berlin continued, but a.Red
Star reporter returning from &

American heavy bombers yesterday
pounded fuel and transportation
targets in the Ruhr and northwest-
ern Germany.

In an afternoon attack, RAF
Lancasters struck at Wessel, on the
eastern bank of the Rhine, in what
was described =2s a highly-con-
centrated attack.

The Forts and Liberators of tae
Eighth AF, escorted by 200 Mus-
tangs, rocked two benzol plants
near Dortmund and Gelsenkirchen
in the Ruhr, two oil refineries at
Dortmund and Salzbergen, and the
much-bombed railroad yards at
Hamm, Osnabruck and Rheine, in
northwest Germany,. with approxi-
mately 3,000 tons of explosives.

Ninth AF Also Active

Hitting at targets in the same
general area as the heavies, Lhe
medium and light bombers of the
Ninth AF attacked a jet-plane
engine factory at Solingen, an
ordnance depot at Unna, the five-
span Mayen railroad bridge over
the Nette River and a communi-
cation center at I ->s, on the Rhine.

With the flying weather improv-

{Continued on Page 8)

Marauders of the Ninth Air Force lay

is not so far now to the banks of
the Spree, on which Berlin stands,
and the country villas and suburbs
of the capital.”

Zhukov or Koniev?

Reuter Correspondent Duncan
Hooper, in a dispatch from Moscow,
reported that “ the Germans them-
selves are unable to make up their
minds whether Zhukov or Koniev
or both will storm Berlin. Increas-
ing numbers of Volksturm troops
are being thrown in on Koniev's
front.”

Last night's Moscow communique
said the German garrison defend-
ing Breslau had been ‘“completely
encircled” and that 200 inhabited
localities near the lower Oder River
dndustrial center had been- cap-
tured.

TR

Convoy Runs Nazi Gantlet

LONDON, Feb. 16 (AP).—The
Admiralty announced today that a
German attack on an important
convoy to Russia had been repell-
ed, with the Germans losing two
submarines and three vorpedo
planes.

flignt over the front line said, “It |

V-Bomb Blows
|Hit New Peak
Against Ninth

Nazi flying bemb activity hit the
highest point of the war in the
; past 24 hours along the U.S. Ninth
i Army front, AP frontline dispatches
said last night, as the Germans ap-
peared to be trying to use the V-
weapon as artillery for short-range
warfare.
|  Heavy artillery fire was reported
| by S. and S. Correspondent Ralph
Martin in the Bourheim sector of
the Ninth's front. He said that
the town, less than two miles from
the Roer River, caught the largest

lobbed in by the Nazis.
Patrols Driven Back
The Roer dropped another Iour
inches
added, but is still four feet nine
inches above normal.

tinued the slow widening of their
pbulge at the tip of the West Front
and U.S. Third Army troops, 150
miles southward, made small gains
in their Luxembourg bridgehead.

First Army patrols tried to cross
the Roer on reconnaissance mis-
sions but were driven back by
heavy German automatic weapons
fire from the thickly-defended east-
ern bank, where Nazis were string-
ing wire and planting mines in
some places.

In the Canadian Army salient,

(Continued on Page 8)

B26s Rip Apart German Rail Link for Supplies to Siegfried Line

Wilhelm” railway bridge over the Rhine River at Engers to damage
tions link over which supplies and troops for the fiegfried Line mu

loads of bombs on the middle of the 1,237-foot

“Kronprinz-
the important ememy communica-
st flow. The effect of the blast is

reflected by the shadow on the river,

part of an estimated 650 rounds !

in the ‘past 24 hours, he}

The Canadian First Army con- |
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Navy Hurls 1.500

Planes at Capital;

T ‘;i“;;’i;:ii”;“:H Hits Island Bases

U.S. PACIFIC FLEET HQ,
Guam, Feb. 16. — The most
poewerful war fleet ever as-
sembled rode the waters off
Japan teday and sent wave
after wave of American car-
rier planes—more than 1,500
in all—to attack Tokyo and
other prime targets in the
heart of thé enemy’s empire.

The attack began soon after
dawn today, and it is still in
progress. To the south, in the
Volcano and Bonin Islands,
American warships and Army
planes still are shelling and
bombing Japanese positions

Corregidor Shelled

WASHINGTON, Feb. 16
(ANS).—A Navy spokesman
today confirmed Japanese
radio reports that U.S. war-
ships were bombarding Cor-
regidor, fortress island at
the entrance to Manila Bay.

on the Superfortress route
from the Marianas to Japan.
The main attack on the
Japanese home island of
Honshu left smoke rising to
zreat heights all the way from
Tokyo to Yokohama, about 18
miles to the southwest. This
was reported by Navy L.
David McMillan, who {flew
over the targets in an Army
8-29 on a reconnaissance mis-

sion.
"Second Attack Reported

Adm, Nimitz, after writing out 1n
longhand the communique report-
ing the start of the attack on
Tokyo, maintained silence regard-
ing its progress. But from the
Japanese came reports that Amer-
ican planes, after carrying out a
niné-hour assault, had struck a
second time.

Radio Tokyo said that “an enemy
task force still is operating in our
adjacent waters,” The Japanese
also reported that af least-fen air-
craft carriers formed the backbone
of the American task forces.

One enemy account said that the
targets of the American planes lay
in the Kanto (Tokyo metropolitan)
area and in the Shizuoka Prefec-

(Continued on Page 8)

At Foe’s Doorstep

A huge fleet of U.S. carrier
planes was attacking Tokyo
and other Honshu Island tar-

gets. To the south, Iwop Jima
and positions in the Bonins
were being shelled and bombed.

Vigorous War

On J apismUrged

LONDON, Feb. 16 (Reuter).—
Russian delegates to the World
Trades Union Conference yesterday
endorsed a conference declaration
calling for “vigorous pursuit of the
war against Japan.”

The change of policy was clearly
shown, despite the fact that the
original text of the declaration was

changed by last-minute amendment -

to avoid the impression that the
Russian delegates were advocating
direct entry of their country into
the war against Japan.

The declaration also urged the
United Nations to “reconsider their
economic and other relations with
Franco Spain, Argentina and all
other Fascist countries who, under
pretext of neutrality, aid and assist
our enemies.”

The following dispatch, de-
scribing the huge U.S. maval
task force now attacking Japan,
was written before the force
sailed from a Pacific naval base.

By Vern Haugland
Associated Press Correspondent

A PACIFIC NAVAL BASE.—The
largest war fleet in history rides
at anchor here, restlessly awaiting
the date when, for the first time,
American seaborne forces will
striké at Tokyo in force.

The task force is so large that
it ig difficult for the mind to grasp
thig fantastic mixture of large and
small fighting ships and all the
auxiliary vessels needed to keep
them armed, fuelled and sup lied.

Of the hundreds of vessels in

History’s Mightiest Armada
Sailed on Mission to Tokyo

this great base, scores of them will
steam foward Tokyo within ten
days In quest of a fight.

That task force will be the great-
est ever known to man and it will
include the largest and mnewest
American carriers, battleships, light
carriers, jeep carriers, cruisers and
destroyers.

It will launch considerably more
than 1,500 planes against Japan’s
main island of Honshu in the first
low-level air attack against Tokyo
and any other enemy cities-selected
as worthwhile targets.

The ships will stand off Honshu,
forming a line 200 miles or more
up and down the coast, while fight-
ers, dive-bombers and torpedo planes
carry the war into the heart of

Japan,
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THE STARS AND STRIPES

Let’s All Help

Why, when there is a shortage
of GI clothing and supplies and
we hear of saboteurs dressed in our
unaforms, can not all these clothes
and supplies be taken away from
unauthorized persons and returned
to our supply depots?

By forcing civilians to return
Allied clothing, our troops will be
able to distinguish at a glance who
they are.—T/5 J. Velisek, 1055 Eng.

(Editor’s note: The Chief Quarter-
master, ETOUSA, states:

“Exeluding enemy agents, U.S. cloth

ing gets into the hands of civilians in
two ways:
a. A limited number of items have
been authorized for issue to French
laborers working for the U.S. because
of lack of supply from French civilian
sources. In every case, however, Class
X is issued to the extent of availa-
bility. Only when Class X i§ not availa-
ble. is either Class A or B issued.

*“b. Soldiers not imbued with good
supply discipline throw their clothing
away and French civilians pick .it up
before the area can be covered by
salvage collecting personnel.

“Prevention of this abuse rests in
good supply discipline and in the co-
operation of the soldiers themselves.
A number of orders have been issued
from various headquarters attempting

to prevent this “‘throwing away'’ habit.
Perhaps The Stars and Stripes can
-help in this program.’)

e
Boy Meets Girl

Thought perhaps you'd explain

% x*

the action of the American Legion '

in Paris toward GIs. I'm referring
to the opening of the new club
where one must be escorted by a
WAC to gain admittance. Last
night we were turned away because
we didn’t have a WAC escort.—
T/5 E. Diehl and T/3 H. Dietrich,
Cas. Div.

I overheard a GI say, “Soldier,
don’t sell your soul for a ham-
burger.” I found it referred to the
arrangement whereby only soldiers
accompanied by WACs are ad-
mitted to the new. . .club.—T/Sgt.
K. L. M,, Hq., ETOUSA.

(Editor’s Note: Brig. Gen. Allen R.
Kimball, headquarters commandant,
ETOUSA, explains:

“This is a WAC club, fulfilling the need
for a place where couples can dance and
have refreshments at & nominal price.
It was established due to lack of space in
WAQC billets for sueh gatherings. Restric-
tions are necessary because of limited
space and food, and also because its main
purpose would otherwise be defeated., It
is for U.S. enlisted men and women ex-
clusively, in ‘‘couples,” and has proved
popular with both Army and Navy per-
sonnel, Plans are contemplated for
large center open to everyone—singly or
in couples.”)

e
¥

Old Hickory’s Patch

We've heard it all! When Pfc
Phillips dreams up such a guip as
the one in S and S (Old Hickory
and Hitler), it’s time he got set
straight.

First of all, we haven't changed
our shoulder patch. In that patch
is woven a glorious history, but
better still a gallant present and a
greater future. We do take endless
pride in our shoulder patch and
what it stands for—a fighting team.
Many of our fathers fought under
the same patch and distinguished
it in the last war, and we're wear-
ing it and have distinguished it
in this war.

We didn’t swallow the hook that
Sally baited when she called
F.D.R.’s Elite SS Division. We tock
it as & joke, but at the same time
noted a significance in the fact
that the Nazis sure as hell know
we're here, and in their comments
admit that the “Old Hickory” is a
rugged outfit to buck. More signi-
ficant still is the fact that in the
article which the Pfc wrote he did
just ‘what the propaganda agents
wanted. He started a feud which
we won't fight. We need not boast
to hide our history—facts are facts.
When he starts mentioning the
30th Inf. Div, as g possible QM out-
fit (with no reflections on the QM
boys) he must be wearing his para-
chute three-cornered style. Brother,
we'd hate to leave the war to “an
Army that can listen and laugh at
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Sally and her kind,” if, as it ap-
pears, youre listening and we're
laughing. ;
We're proud of our outfit and
the shoulder patch which disting-
uished it. It won't be ripping old

patches, but it will be the Old
Hickory ripping the enemy.—Capt.
M. H., Sgt. B. J. B, Sgt. C. L. C,,
Cpl. G. F. K., 30 Inf,

(This letter is representative of
the many letters received from Old
Hickory men in answer to Pfc Phil-
lips.—Ed.)
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Attached Service

I was recuperating from a
stomach disorder when I read the
letter in S & S entitled “Detached
Service,” and right now I feel
worse than I did when they took
me from the company to the aid
station.

W/O Montgomery tells us that
since he has been in the service
he has been divorced and doesn't
want anyone pitying him, but he
doesn’t give us all the facf{s and
what is more we don't give a damn.
But then again let the good war-
rant officer remember that we all

aren’'t “coushaying avec” as he
puts it.
No. I don't advocate that all

wives stay home and twiddle their
thumbs, but when you break a
beautiful -home, give up a good job
and leave your wife and son to
join the Army because you think
it is the right thing to do, it just
doesn’t seem right to have your
wife write and say to you: “Now
that you've been gone for awhile,
I've found someone else, so please

consent to give me a divorce and

everything will be fine.”—Pvt. Chas.
Lourifman, Inf,

Like a very brilliant lady col-
umnist once said. “If we can’t
trust those we love, what will
come of loving?”—Cpl, Sidney -F.
Miller, M.P.E.G. Co.

The letter that W/O C. O. Mont-
gomery wrote about his wife divore-
ing him was very touchy. Just be-
cause he had a big time in the
ETO doesn’t say that everyone did.
Some of us came over here to fight.
If a woman is any good at all she
will stick to you and wait for you
through thick and thin.—S/Sgt. D.
A. Kerns, Para. Recon, Co.

i3
Good Hunting

After the war, what happens to
“Our Babies”"—the MIs, carbines,
45’s, ete? Will they collect dust,
later be scrapped? I'd like to own
mine. So would other thousands.
Take a stated amount from a sol-
dier’'s monthly pay toward pur-
chase of his weapon. If discharged
before final payment, let the ba-
lance come from mustering out
pay. If a quarter of the men
bought their own weapons, think of
the saving .for our government.—
Sgt. Oakhem, AAA Bn. £
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An Editorial

Saturday, Feb, 17, 1943

THE men in the squad who
stood guard outside the
German village heard it.
With their helmets tipped
back a little behind the ears
to catch the softest tones
they scarcely missed a note.

# H# #
The wintry wind rustled
across the fields and

whistled through the blasted
buildings. Through the
countless holes that had:
once been windows. And the |
jagged gaps forced through
the bricks by the 105s.

e
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Each kind and shape of
hole poured forth a different
note. Some high. Some low.
There was drum fire in the
distance. And the sharp
tattoo of nearby BARs.
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The battered church stee-
ple sobbed in the night as
if some ghost sat at the

shattered organ. Playing a
requiem for this community
| {of the dead.

|
| At
el
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It was a masterpiece of
melancholy. So low at times
the squad could hardly hear

it. Then, suddenly, the drums

It was a symphony of des-
tructionand death. A theme
land the wail of wind and| of pain and hate and mourn-
ithe shrick of shells rose to|ing. -Composed by a mad-
| a shatlering crescendo. The man. Played by ghosts and
ears ached and the heart! devils. On insruments of
stood still. | a Stradivarius gone berserk.

The Squad and the Concert

Led by a maestro who hated
man.

It was the lieb:zstot—the
love death of a Gzrman vil-
A town that loved
power and conquest and was

nos content in its

'Japs Shitt Ma.n P.anz Plants
\From Vulnerable Lozaticns

WASHINGTON, Feb, 16 (ANS).— |
Aerial reconnaissance shows that
some of the largest aircraft plants
in the Japanese home islands are
being at least.partly dismantled,
Brig. Gen. Lauris. Norsiad, chief
of staff of the 20th AF, told a
news conference.

Some are installations not yel
attacked by Superfortresses.

It has been known for some time
that the Japanese were transfer-

alysis that in three aireraft enzine
) hzgoyd
and in the
Jima factory in Tokio, some-
thing in the neighbarhood of 75 to
80 parcent of all Japanese aircraft
engines are produczd
“Experts 0 tell us that as a
result of the a:itacks on the
Mitsubishi engine plant in Nagoya
one to three months’ production
has been lost, which will result in

ring some heavy industries to.a loss of output equivalent to 1.400
Manchuria, but this is the first to 3.300 engines. Preliminary esti-
indication that home island air- mates indicate further production

craft plants are being moved |
Assessing results of B29 attacks
Norstad said:
“It has been estimated by impar-
tial Army and Navy military an-

loss of 800 to 1,000 engines and 350
to 750 combat aircraft as a result
of attacks against Kawasaki.”

Attacks on the main Mitsubiski
airplane plant have reduced pro-
duction by a minimum of 100 to
200 combat aircraft, Norstad said
He added that “we now feel the
B29' has been thoroughly  battle-
tested.”

Duting January, the 20th Bomber
Command based in India flew 20
percent more hours and dropped
50 percent more bombs than in any
previous month. January was the
lowest month for losses of B20s
from all causes since the 20th AF
was established, Norstad said.

Births

PVT. Walter Arwin Hanson, Champalgn,
Ill.—girl, Dec. 13; Cpl. Paul Schlegel-
mich, Oceanside, L.I.—Barbara Ann, Feb.
11; Cpl. John A, Jrieshaber, Hollywood,
Fla.—Gloria, Feb, 9; Pfc L. Siciliano, New
York—boy; Cpl. Louis Schwartz, New
York—boy, Feb. 11: Lt. Peter F. Toale,
New York—boy, Feb. 11; Pvt. Joseph Ber-
ton,  Brooklyn—Patricia Anna, Feb, 12;
Lt. E. I. Klungnes, Minneapolis—girl, Feb,
13; Pfc Norman EcKstein, Bronx—girl,
Feb, 12; Pfe Leon EKosak, Richmond Hill,
L.I.—girl, Feb. 12; Cpl. Murray Goldberg,
Brooklyn—boy.
VT, Arthur Fleschner, Brooklyn—dJanice
Dale, Feb, 11; Pf¢c L. B. Baynes,
Novelty, O.—Iheila Gloria, Jan, 27; Pvt.
Walter W. Nelson, Chulavista, Calif.—
girl, Feb. 10; Sgt, Henry E. Robbins, San
Bernardine, Qalif.—Judith’ Faye, Feb. 11;
Pfe William J. Kerins, Dorchester, Mass,
—boy, PFeb, 14; Sgit, James L, Dryden,
» Hackensack, N.J/—Ann Elizabeth, Jan, 3;
Lt. A, B, Pekar, Denver—Joan Donna,
Jan. 24; Pfc Jerome B. Cohen, New York
—Roger Lewis, Feb, 14.
T. Edward W. Cotton, Indianapolis—
Judith Ann, Feb, 12; Li. James W.
Francis, Phoénix, Ariz.—boy, Feb. 14;
Capt, Fred W. Bucky, Jacksonville, Fla,
—Lance Barnett, Féb. 12; Pic Robert E.
Goodaire, Kalamazoo, Mich.—Alics Marie,
Jan, 21; Cpl. Robert W. Fusco, Water-
bury, Conn.—Robert William, Feb, 2;
Capt. Thornton H. Cofield, St. Louis—
Thornton Hale, Feb, 7; Pvt. Joseph Galya,
Bronx—Theresa Mary, Feb. 6; Cpl. Robert

Folks at Home Send
I'hese Gls Swift News
f Sir Stork's Arrival:

it b)) P

“But, Joe, this AIN'T ne

Babinchuck, Cleveland—Robert Michael,
Jan. 4.

snowball fight, ya know!®

Lament of Twan:y-Three
By a WAC
Too young, too old, I'm twenly-
tliree—
Those growing pains are not for me.
The unrequited love affair
Wilth hero of the golden hair,
And unencumbered vision of
.The stuff that glory's comupassed of.

The standards that I used to have
Are fallen, where I do not know.
The answers and the absolutes,
The tests. .lhe proofs . .are
. more truths—

I've gadly found they're substitutes.

no

I'm twenty-three, the lore of books
Will not sufficé for me, but looks
Of strangers, male, upon the street,
Or knowledge sure, that will not
fleet.
Away, these things are sweet
—The Wench,

¥ v,
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High Pressure Love

Why do 1 thrill when I hear your
voice?

The touch of your hand seems to
leave me no choice

Your altraction is such—I'm beyond
all control

You absorb all I am—spirit
and soul,

body

It's nothing you do, and nothing
you say

Just a glance—just a smile in that
indolent way

That great inner force—and you
know it so well—

That can lift one to heaven. or
drive one to hell!

—Sgt. C. E. Hand.

11411 Ke. — it

3 M.
Time TODAY
1200-New s 1810-U.S. Sports
1215-Spotlight 1815-Swiny Sextet
1230-“Over to You” 18%0-Gi Journal
1300-G’d g 1Y 1901<Top of Evening
1330-Army o taq 3-Movie Muzic
1400-News Weild News
1430-Miss Pa...- - = argan
1501-Dance Bang 2
1530-Combat Diary 2183-Sc.. song
1545-0On- the Record 2115-Foothight Musie
1630-Music 2200-U.S. News
1700-News 2207-Jubilee
1745-Hawaiian Music 2235-Serenade
1800-News 2300-News

TOMORROW

0600-Great Musio 0800-Homespun
0900-News 0830-Hour of Charm
0630-Cpl. Saddlebags 1100-U.S. News

000-News 1106-Morning After
0720-Sun. Serenade 1135-0rl:hest§.
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This Was America Yesterday:
Reconciliationof Lewis

AndAFLFallsThrough

> The Stars and Stripes U.S. Bureau

NEW YORK,. Feb. 16.—So John L. Lewis stays out of the AFL.

From Miami, Fla., where American Federation of Labor
executives met for ten days and tried to achieve a reconciliation
., with their one-time associate, who still heads the powerful United
Mine Workers, came announcement by AFL President William
Green that negotjations had failed at the last moment.

The trouble was over a place for Lewis and his miners on the 15-man
executive council of the labor federation. Lewis insisted on immediate
election; the best that could be offered him was a possible seat between
conventions, should a vacancy océlir. Such a directorship eventually
would have to be confirmed by regular election.

However, it was significant that this was the only apparent source
of difference between the AFL and Lewis, who once stormily walked
out to found the CIO. Leaders indicated that negotiations for member-
ship of the miners’ union and their veteran leader may be reopened
at any time he chooses.

IN the U.S.A., where civilians have no PX, cigarettes continue to
be front page news. Edward F. Ragland, secretary of the Smaller
Tobacco Manufacturers of America, today said the shortage could
be ended if government manpower and crop restrictions were relaxed.
And in New York, OPA Administrator Daniel P. Woolley urged
cigarette jobbers and retailers to “have cigarettes back on retail
counters by Monday,” under pain of some kind of punitive action,

It was called to his attention that OPA’s power is limited to
price ceilings, and the administrator came back with thre statement
that most cigaretie problems come from black market and extra-
price deals, which are in his jurisdiction and which he expects {6
prosecute. Woolley’s activities extend to the New York metropoli-
tan area only—and the rest of the country is still short of smokes.

Admiral Moves Into the Senate

DM. THOMAS C. HART, just retired from the Navy, donned civilian

clothes yesterday and took the oath as Senator from Connecticut.
‘After signing the Senate register, 67-year-old, gray-haired Hart took
a desk on the Republican side of the aisle. The new senator's appoint-
ment is for the unexpired term of the late Francis T. Maloney, which
ended in 1946. Maloney was a Democrat.

And here’s the latest Sinatra stuff, frem Jersey City, where they
bypassed him again last week: Resuilts of Frank’s re-examination
have been sent to Washington for review by top military officers,
according to Ira W. Caldwell, chairman of The Voice's draft board.
This was done under a recent ruling requiring special re-examina-
tion of outstanding athletes and entertainment stars. Sinatra was
classified 4-F last year because of a punetured eardrum.

IN Washington, one man declared he lost money dealing with the Gov-
ernment. He was Jacob Goldberg, who testified before the War
Investigating Committee that he
lost $4,000 under his contract with
the Defense Plant Corporation.
Goldberg conducted surplus pro-
perty auctions,

Apparently somebody has been
talking too much, again. And
on the old favorite of law ex-
perts—lendlease. One represen-
tative appeared before the
House Foreign Affairs Commit-
tee and demanded an inves-
tigation of American Army of-
ficers overseas for spreading .
false stories about British re-
verse lend-lease. The stories, of-
ficially refuted, were that U.S.
Air Forces are charged a land-
ing fee for use of lend-lease-con-
structed bases in Scotland. Two
members of the House commit-
tee said they’d heard stories of
such fees from Anierican of-
ficers in Europe.

IN St. Joseph, Mo., when radio
comedian Jack Benny learned
that only persons whe have given
blood to the Red Cross blood bank
will be given tickets to his broad-
cast there, he went immediately to
the Red Cross and donated a pint

JACOB GOLDBERG

.. . Youwd be unhappy, too, if
working for Uncle.Sam set you himself,
back $4,000. “If they can, I can,” he said.
Its an ill wind, or a short gasoline shortage—for Ernest Porter,
New York, who swiped three quarters of a hog in Knoxville, Tenn,,
nine months ago. Police had a warrant for his arrest, but in Knox-
ville they refused to make application for gasoline coupons to re-
turn the prisoner. So Porter is free, Detroiters, however, seem to
have plenty of spare points. The Department of Stireet Railways
has turned over to OPA 15,243 red ration tokens, and no meat and
butter was involved, The tokens had been dropped into fare boxes
in the course of a year.

THE saddest drinking story ever told: Thomas Farrell, of Buffalo,
gave up the awful stuff five years ago, but he couldn't stop
smoking. And now he's up on a drunk charge,

“You see, Judge,” he said, “It was this way. You want a cigarette,
so you go into a tavern. Whether you're on the wagon or not you've
got to buy a couple of drinks before even approaching a bartender on
the subject of smokes. . . .”

Farrell was turned down in several taverns, and still no cigarettes,
but toe many drinks. Sentence was suspended—but now he’s got to
quit smoking, too.

1d by Dick Powell, Hollywood: “If Mr. Roosevelt still is
kissing babies he kissed during his first campaign, his work should
be getting interesting. . . .”

But If a Possum Bites a Dog . . .

IN Chicago a police dog, Mickie, owned by Theodore Centner, of Neenah
Ave.. heard a noise outside his kennel. He investigated and retired,
pitten on the nose by a trespassing possum. Centner called the cops,
who arrived with guns and lassoes. captured the dog baiter and restored
peace to Neenah Ave.
UST be something in the ozone of Walla Walla, Wash. Dr. Franz
Polgar, mindreader, gave a brilliant display of memory work
before the Chamber of Commerce there.
The party over, he couldn’t remember where he left his hat.

Vet Loan Has (Red) Points |

WASHINGTON, Feb. 16 (ANS).—The first veteran to get a
business loan under the GI Bill of Rights is an optimist. He's
going into the meat business, -

The Veterans Administration announced today that what it
believes to be the first loan for thé purpose of starting a business
has been made to Jack Charles Breeden, of Calls CLurch, Va. The
loan of $3,000 was made by the Hamilton National Bank of Wash-
ington, D.C., with 50 percent guaranteed by the Government.

. Breeden is going to use his loan to buy a refrigerator truck,
He plans to sell and deliver meat to retail butchers,

THE STARS AND STRIPES
Shades of Pompeii—Pompey, N.Y., Digs Self Out

lage had to contend with snow instead of lava. :
way 20, looking east into little Pompey, which has almost finished
its job of cutting through big snowdrifts.

Pompey, a village in ‘Onondaga County, N.Y., almost found itself
in the position of ancient Pompeii—except that the up-state vil-

Here's U.S. High-

U.S. OKsProbe
Of Pair Here

WASHINGTON, Feb. 16 (AP).—
Secretary of the Treasury Henry
Morgenthau told a press conference
here that the U.S. has approved a
French government investigation of
a “very famous American couple in
France” suspected of Nazi collabo-

ration. He declined to ‘name the
coupie.
The French _asked, he said,

whether the American government
would object to the investigation.
He said he replied that the U.S.
would not protest.. “In fact, we
would give our assistance.”

Midwest Shivering
In New Cold Spell

NEW YORK, Feb. 16 (ANS).—
A blizzard in Minnesota and South
Dakota, accompanied by a new
cold wave, is moving southeastward
through the mid-west. Pour inches
of snow in northern South Dakota
and nearly one foot in the Fergus
Falls, Minn., area blocked roads
and forced some schools to close.

The snowfall extended across
northern Wisconsin into wupper
Michigan. The cold wave, spread-
ing from Montana and eastern
Wyoming, plunged the mercury to
around five below in-North Dakota
and Montana. Below-zero readings
were expected in northern Illinois
and Wisconsin.

Wife to Continue Fight
For GI in Drill Case

VANCOUVER, B. C., Feb. 16
(ANS).—The wife of Pvi. Henry
Weber, sentenced to five years' im-
prisonment for refusing to drill,
said today she would continue her
fight to have her husband classified
as a conscientious objector.

Weber, a soldier at Camp Roberts,
Calif.,, was originally sentenced to
death by an Army court martial,
which later reduced the penalty to
life imprisonment. The War De-
partment then further reduced the
sentence to five years.

Vets to Get Extra Gasoline

WASHINGTON, Feb. 16 (AP).—
Thg OPA will issue special gasoline
rations to returning war veterans
and displaced civilian workers seek-
ing re-employment. These rations
will be authorized in cases where
automobile travel is necessary for

job interviews,

Officer Admits Buryi,'ng Wife
In Foxhole; Murder Charged

COLUMBIA, S.C., Feb. 16 (ANS).—A woman whose identity
was kept secret by police was questioned today in the foxhole
murder of Mrs. Mary Lee Epes,
woman, Lt. S. C. Epes, 29, son of a Richmond, Va., industrialist,

26. The husband of the dead

is charged with the murder.

Sheriff Alex Heise questioned the
mysterious witness in an effort to
establish a motive. The lieutenant
led police to a maneuver foxhole
near F't. Jackson yesterday and told
police he had buried his pretty
schoolteacher-wife there.

Before taking police to the scene,
Epes had attempted suicide Mon-
day by slashing his throat and
wrists with a.razor blade. Sheriff
Heise quoted Epes as saying his
wife died from an overdose of a
sedative.

Results of an autopsy showed
that the auburn-haired teacher appa-
rently had been drugged, and that
a blow on the head seemingly was
the cause of death, Sheriff Heise
said. Mrs. Epes left a job in Jack-
sonville, Fla., at Christmas to join
her husband while he awaited trans-
fer overseas.

The Hollywood Touch

HOLLYWOOD, Feb, 16 (ANS).—
A new series of motion picture
films showing how servicemen relax
in intervals between battles is to
be released monthly by the Warner
Bros. studio.

‘Red’ Skelton to Wed

RICHMOND, Va., Feb. 16 (ANS).
—Pvt. Richard “Red” Skelton, radio-
movie comedian, said he and Miss
Georgia Davis, of Kalispell Mont.,
will be married soon—“if I don’t
get shipped abroad first.”

Truman Leads
Move to Bare
Crimea Details

WASHINGTON, Feb. 16 (ANS).—
Vice-President Harry 5. Truman
took the lead today in a move fo
invite President- Roosevelt to tell
Congress all he can-—without reveal-
ing “military secrets—about the Big
Three's agreements at Yalta in
Crimea.

The Vice-President has told pre-
sidential advisers he believes that
Mr. Roosevelt could make a “ten
strike” by personally appearing be-
fore the legislators for a frank dis-
cussion of foreign affairs such as
Prime Minister Churchill often
gives the House of Commons.

The idea, given some support
earlier in the week by War Mo-
bil.:zer James F. Byrnes, won im-
mediate bipartisan approval in the
Senate.

Still Some Complaints

Truman's chief interest lies in
quieting complaints still heard in
some Senate quarters, despite the
volumineus report on the Crimean
Conference, that Congressmen do
not know enough about what is
going on behind the diplomatic
scenes.

The Administration had moved
eariler to give members of both
parties a look behind the curtain,
with Chairman Tom Connally ‘D-
Texas) leading the bipartisan de-
legation of foreign relations com-
mittee members to the White House
before the Big Three meeting.

Sen. Arthur Vandenberg (R-
Mich.), named by the President as
a delegate to the United Nations
Conference in San Francisco ou
April 25, was one of these, but he
has the Administration worried
now by his refusal to say whether
he intends to accept the delegate
seat. Democratic betting is st
odds of ten to one that he will,

N Y— “ Superfort
Crash wKills 5

NEW YORK, Feb. 16 (ANS).—
Five crew members were killed
when a Superfortress crashed into
Flushing Bay yesterday after over-
shooting LaGuardia Field. Five
crew members were rescued.

The giant bomber was en route
to Florida from Mitchell Field,
Long Island, about 15 air miles
from LaGuardia Field. It broke
in two after hitting the water and
burst into flames.

Witnesses said the bomber’s left
outboard motor had stopped when
the landing was attempted. The
pilot nosed the bomber up to circle
the field but the left wing dipped
and struck the water.

Maj. Billy Southworth, son of
williams H. Southworth, Cardinal
manager, was identified as one of
the five men killed. The ATC said
the former ETO airman was pilot
of the bomber.

8 Marine Fliers Killed

In Maneuver Crashes

SAN DIEGO, Calif., Feb. 16 (Reu-
ter).—Eight Marine Corps fliers
were killed when six planes crashed
in maneuvers off Southern Cali-
fornia. Three of the aircraft
crashed into the sea, tw) on an
island and one on the mainland.
Radio guided 11 others through bad
weather to safety.

Majority of Army?s Manpower

'Overseas, Senate Group Told

" WASHINGTON, Feb. 16 (ANS).—Five-eighths of the Army’s
manpower is overseas, Maj. Gen. Thomas T. Handy, assistant
chief of staff, told the Senate Military Affairs Committee yester-
day at a closed hearing on work-or-jail legislation.

Meanwhile, Selective Service Director Lewis B. Hershey in-

formed © Congress that 354,202
Federal workers hold draft defer-
ments. Of these, 265909 are
qualified for military service but are
deferred because of essential jobs.

Handy gave a break-down of
Army personnel allocation when
asked by the committee whether
the Army was making the best use
of servicemen and women. Five
percent of the soldiers in the U.S.
are in hospitals or in the process
of being hospitalized, Handy said.

Ten percent of the Armmy, includ-
ing WACs, is on special limited
duty. Handy pointed out that the
Army’s “liberal furlough policy”
before a man ships overseas and
after he returns might give a false
impression of soldiers without ap-
parent duties. Half of the troops
in the U.S. are taking care of sup-
plies and reserves,

An Eye for Detail—
‘Gigs’ Store Dummy

ATLANTA, Feb. 16 (ANS).—
A department store window dis-
play caught the eye of Marine
Capt. Jack Crown, of Decatur.
Entering the store he sought out
Anna Patterson, public relations
officer for the firm.

“Ma'am,” said the captain,
“the Marine in your show win-
dow is wearing black shoes and
a black tie.”

A window dresser was called
to fix the dummy so it would
pass inspection,
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Grdnance Corps

Vast Salvage
Program Saves
Army Billions

Soldier-technicians of the Ord-
nance Corps are helping to solve a
gigantic supply problem in the ETO
by reclaiming billions of dollars
worth of items damaged in battle.

Maj. Gen. H. B. Sayler, ETO
Chief Ordnance Officer, estimates
that although more than half a
billion dollars’ worth of ordnance
equipment has been lost since
D-Day, materials worth 12 times
that amount have been reclaimed
and returned to service.

This work has been done by
25,000 ordnance troops who operate
Com. Z. depots and by other Army
Ordnance troops who roam the
combat areas in their mobile repair
trucks.

A Flood of Equipment

Meanwhile, supply troops have
moved more ordnance equipment to
Europe since D-Day than’.the vast
amount which had been accumu-
lated in England over a two-year
period preceding the invasion.

Ordnance losses in the ETO since
last June are estimated at 6,205
combat vehicles, 24,250 general pur-
pose vehicles, 166.885 rifles and
other small arms, 23,871 mortars
and machine-guns, and 75,245 bino-
culars, watches and compasses

Dollar value of these battle losses
ranzes from $600,000 for watches
to approximately $200,000.000 for
combat vehicles.

328th Harborcraft Co.

Seagoing Soldier
Saves GI from
Channel Waters

WITH 328TH HARBORCRAFT
CO.—An undentified soldier who
was swept off a sea-going tug into
rough Channel waters owes his life

to Cpl. Matthew J. Jones, of Min--

neapolis.

Jones, one of the seafaring
soldiers who man the tugs and
patrol boats of the 328th Harborcraft,
Co. at a supply port on the French
coast, was sailling outside the
harbor recently when he saw a
huge wave sweep a man overboard
from a following tug.

The soldier began to flounder.

Jones dived, reached the soldier
and held him above water with the
aid of a lifebuoy until they were
pulled to the tug’s side.

30th Inf. Div.

Fishing for Minnow,

WITH 30th INF. DIV.—In his

search for a . new CP, S, Sgt.
William Stevenson, of Biggsville.
I, found one equipped with

maps, radio, a battalion log, an
adjutant and nine staff members,
all German.

Stevenson, of the First Bn.,
117th Inf., with others of a recon-
noitering party in the Siegfried
Line, entered a bunker and found
the Nazis ready to surrender. Cut.
off for three days without food,
they had planned to try to make
a_break for their own lines that
night. 3

Chilled Three Jerries

S/Sgt. Frank V. Ball, of Eureka,

Kan,, who killed three Germans

while he was with an infantry

unit eut off by the enemy in the

Belmont sector. One of his vic-

tims was setting up a gun 20
yards away.

L B

Photo shows a collection of 67

marks and service ribbons among three Ninth AF GlI’s.

Lawrence W, Chlosta, left, is enti

three service bars but doesn’'t have room for them.

55-years-old and was recently retu

An Approved Manner of Putting It on the Cuff

chevrons, overseas siripes, hash
M/ Sgt.
tled to another hash mark and
Chleosta is
In center is
T/Sgt. Freeman C. Seatlin, 27, and M/Sgt. Johnnie S. Simpson, 44.
They're with a mobile repair and reclamation umit.

rned to the States.

First TAF GP.

Front line Le

A Bewildered, Kidded Crew

WITH FIRST “TAF GP., France. |
——S8ix Air Force men from a B26
Marauder Group—three pilots and
three bombardiers, all veterans of
more than 60 comhbat missions—
were front-line guests of a Seventh
Army infantry outfit recently. }

All night men of the outfit lay |

in iey foxholes waiting for a Ger- the artillery it was’ but another | of Detroit;

man attack. Patrols went out and
returned with no word. Artillery
was alerted, but held its fire.

By 10 AM, with no German blow |
yet launched, the Yank outfit in-

26th Inf. Div.

Belt Towline
Saves a__Yank

WITH 26th (YANKEE) INF.
DIV., Luxembourg.—Cpl. John C.
Gribben, of Cicero, Ill., used his
belt as well as his head and saved
a wounded GI from a death trap.

Gribben, a litter bearer, advanced
250 yards in the face of direct fire !
to the side of a wounded comrade
lying on a bank about 15 feet from
the road. Gribben was unable to
stand upright because of the con-
stant sniper fire,

From a crouching position he
placed the man on the litter, and
using his belt as a towline, dragged
the litter up the sloping bank on to
the road. When he reached the
road he continued to drag the litter, '
keeping his body close to the
ground. He moved ahead this way
for 50 yards, from which point the
GI was evacuated to the aid sta-!
tion.

Then he went back for more. |
(S?:ribbcn has received the Silver

tar.

45th f_;:] Div.

Resourceful Texans
Rout Enemy Platoon

WITH 45th INF. DIV.—Sgt Bill
McCrary, of Santa Ana, Tex., and
Pvt. Normer Havis, of Hubbard,
Tex., strategically retreated to the
attic when a whole platoon of Ger-
mans entered the same house.

Then MecCrary crept downstairs
and threw a grenade into the room.
The Nazis started streaming out of
the house.

Havis, sitting near an atfic win-
dow, started picking them off.
McCrary was soon firing, too, and
together the Texas pair accounted
for most of the platoon.

lus about living a softer life than

aves Air Velts

itiated its own attack. Mortar and
heavy artillery lay down their bar-
rage. The Nazis were caught in
the open and cut to pieces by artil-

lery, machine-gun fire and tank
blasts.
i It's New to Them

To the men of the infantry and

front. To tHe six guests it was as
new as today's news. i

“I never got the sense of what
was going. on, as I do during a
bombing mission,” said stocky,
dark-haired T/Sgt. Peter Chelucci,
a bombardier from Oakland, Calif.
“My pilot, Lt. Lazo, and I spent
our time with the artillery, and all
I ever knew was that a barrage
was to be laid down at a certain
time. When we're flying, the whole
pattern js spread out in front of
us.”

1/Lt. Thaddeus Bednarz, twenty-
four-year-old tow-headed pilot from
Mechanicsville, Conn., and T/Sgt.
Donald Stone, of Portland, Ore.,
were standing behind a building
when they heard a whining sound
and a sudden thud.

"Reaction: They Ran

“One of the infantrymen yelled
that a Jerry sniper was working on
us,” Stone remarked. “Even then
we ‘didn’t hit the dirt. We just
ran like hell for ‘shelter.”

“It's not a case of ‘you praise us
and we’ll praise you,” asserted
1/Lt. John J. Klug, of Wheeling,
W.Va. “If one of them asked us
how we liked sleeping in foxholes
or on floors after cots and winter-
ized tents, another would chip ir‘,
with: ‘Who cares what they do on
the ground; -they look awfully good
when they fly over.’”

T/Sgt. Elmer  Vicha, of Berwyn,
I11., reported: “A lot of them kidded

morning on the Seventh Army|
|

they did, and we made no attempt
to deny it. As a matter of fact,
one of my tentmates hung out two
service stars when we left for the
front. But we got in our share o
kidding when we invited them t
join us and fly some missions.”

3110th Sig. Serv. Bn.

Unit Awarded Plaque
For Meritorious Service

The 3110th Signal Serv. Bn. has
been awarded the Meritorious Ser-
vice Plaque for its performance in
installing and maintaining commu-
nications in the Plymouth and
Southern Base sections before and
during the invasion.

35th Inf. Div.

Tips on Outwitting Nazis

Sgt. Norm La Roche, 35th
Warwick, R.I., passes this trick
circumstances: On a patrol one

German sentry.

advantage.”

The quick-thinking Yank repeated the enemy sign,
confusing the Nazi long enough to get in the first shot.

Another trick La Roche recommends: “When halting somebody
in the dark, let him walk a few paces past your position.
he turns to look for you, he gets off balance, and yeu have the

Div. infantryman from West
on to other GIs in similar
night he was challenged by 3

When

102nd Inf. Div.

Draft in His Pants—
‘Reason: Bullet Holes

WITH 102nd INF. DIV.—It
was bitter cold the night 1/Lt.
Robert L. Lamb and five other
members of the 102nd Cav.
Recon. Troop were searching
for an enemy patrol in Germa-
ny. The Nazis helped him to
raise a sweal.

The enemy opened fire. The
recon troop hit the dirt, fought
off the Germans and started
back.

Investigating the source of a
draft on his legs by the light of
a lamp at the CP, Lamb disco-
vered a pair of bullet holes in
each leg of his trousers—and in
his underdrawers as well.

5th Inf. Div.

Squad Returns
To Ig_nite TNT

WITH FIFTH INF. DIV., France,
—It took two trips through mortar,
artillery and -small-arms fire, but |
1/Lt. William L. Rivers, of Baton
Rouge, La., and a five-man demo-
lition squad blew up the bridge.

River's squad crawled to their
Seille River objective with 300
pounds of dynamite. It was dark. |
Jerry infantry was about 100 yards
away and enemy mortar and artil- |
lery pieces were active.

The squad set the charge and
withdrew.

The detonator didn’t work—so

|
|
|
|

the men went back, this time
under more ntense fire from
infantry at closer range. They

ignited the fuse with hand igniters.

The bridge went up.

Members of the squad were; Sgt.
Robert K. Ward. of Scottsburg.
Ind.; T/5 Richard C. Conradson,
Pfc Paul Callihan, of
Johnstown, Pa.;. Pvt. Richard C.
Loon, of Noumouth, Me.; and Pvt.
Frank Kvintus, of Newark, O.

99th Inf. Div.

Pfe Busted—
But by an 88

WITH 99TH INF. DIV.—It’s
tough enough when you have to
take a “bust” in rank, but when
it's done by Hitler, that’s just
heaping insult on injury.

Pfec John Poludniak, of Martins
Ferry, Ohio, had this happen to
him in startling fashion. While
driving on a mission in his jeep,
he was suddenly warned to hit
the dust by a familiar whistle.

This he did—fast—and a Heinie
88 tore in uncomfortably close
to his position. Although unin-
jured, Poludniak was amazed
and disconcerted to find that the
shell concussion had reached
inside the sleeves of his jacket
and ripped off his chevrons,

9th AF Bember Command

Crew Chiefs Honored

A NINTH AF BOMBER BASE.—
A former grocery clerk, an ex-
employee of the U.S. Department
of Agriculture and a fellow who
used to tinker with jalopies re-
cently were awarded Bronze Stars
for their work in maintaining B26s.
Working as crew chiefs, their Ma-
rauders each participated in more
than 150 missions without mechan-
ical failure.

The three men are T/Sgts. Alfred
W. Ludwig, of Trenton, N.J. with
157 ,missions; John L, Lyens,: of
Syracuse, N.Y. with 157, and Wal-
ter Henderson, of Owings, S.C,
with 150.
9th AFSC QM
Two Truck Companies

Awarded Merit Plaque

A NINTH AF SERVICE COM-
MAND GP.—The Meritorious Ser-
vice Plaque has been awarded the
1923rd and 2062nd Cos. of a Ninth |
AF Service Command QM Truck
Gp commanded by Col. Marvin
Charlton, of Del Rio, Texas.

The companies operated under
enemy fire and maintained opera-
tional efficiency, despite adverse
weather and traffic conditions, in
haul]ijng supplies to advanced Ninth ‘

ases,

Transportation Corps
10 Transport
Non-Coms Get
Commissions

Commissions as second lieute-
nants recenfly were given ten EMg
of the Office of the Chief of Trang-
portation.

Maj. Gen. Frank S. Ross, their
commander, in congratulating the
men, said they were being rewardegd
“for meritorious service in connee-
tion with the military operations
with the TC before and after the
invasion.”

The men are: T/Sgt, Larry J. Au-
brecht, - Cleveland; M/Sgt. Edward
S. Bankert, Haverhill, Mass.: T/Sgt.
Peter V. Decker, Philadelphia;
M/Sgt. F. DeFilippi, Pittsburgh:
1/8gt. Arthur E. Johnson, South
Minneapolis,. Minn.; T/Sgt James
H. Morgan, Baltimore; M/Sgt,. Henry
H Ott, W. New York, N.J.,, M/Sgt,
Joseph W. 'Ratigan, Bordentown,
N.J.; M/Sgt. Horace W. Smith, New
York, and M/Sgt. R. H. Tust, Iron-
wood, Mich.

Silver Star

SCHULZ, LT. COL. ROBERT H., of
Bettendorf, Iowa, for strategy in stopp-
ing Nazi tank attack (90th Inf Div.),

UPHAM, LT, COL JOHN S, Jr,, of Van
Nuys, Calif.,, and 30th Inf. Div. Guided
tanks across fire-swept beach on D-Day.

WHITLEY, CAPT. ARTHUR N,, of
Springfield, Pa., and First U.S. Army.

OAK LEAF CLUSTER

KEENAN, LT. JOHN V., of Mars Hill,
Me. (25th Cav. Rec. Tr.), the oak leaf
cluster to the Silver Star for securing

‘ the first bridgehead across the Saar River

on Nov. 23.
KIBLER. T/5 CLARENCE E., of Topeka,

' Kan. (10th Arm, Inf. Bn.,, Fourth Armd,

Div.), for obtaining valuable information
for his unit under heavy gun fire,

STEELE. T/SGT. HOYETT R., of Em-
mett, Ark. (90th Inf. Div.), for.destroying
two tanks, an armored half-track and
two motorcycles with a bazooka.

WHEATLEY, PFC WILLIAM A., af
Hardinsburg, Ky. (57th Ammo Co.), for
driving a truck into zone of fire to rescue
wounded soldiers,

ROGERS, CPL, LEO M., of San Fran-

cisco. Jumped out of tank and destroyed
machine-gun nest with grenades. (94th
Inf. Div.)

Service Cross

HUSTED, 1/LT. ROBERT P., of Plain-
ville, Kan., and WARE, 1/LT. FRANCIS
L., of New Orleans. (Fourth Inf. Div.)

OGINSKI, T/SGT. MICHAEL J., of

Apollo. Pa., and SCHEPPS, LT. COL.

ALVIN L, of Houston, Texas. (90th Inf,

Div.) .
TAPLINGER, 1/LT. ANCEL G., of

Washington, D.C. (XII Corps).

TUTTLE, LT. COL. PAUL V., of San
Antonio. For . leadership of battalion
through mined area and against artillery.
(Second Inf. Div.)

WARD, PVT. FRANK M., of Lexington,
Mass. Stemmed counter—attack by
throwing grenades at two gun emplace-

ments, (Second Inf. Div.)
WILSON, PFC SIMON; of Carihage,
Miss.  (8th Inf. Div.)

26th Inf. Div.

Survives Blast,

Kayoes Pillbox

WITH 26th- INF. DIV. Luxem-
bourg.—The only uninjured man
left in his mortar crew after a Ger-
man mortar landed on their posi-
tion, S/Sgt. Alden B. Bull, of Wor-
cester, Mass., scored a bull’s eye on
a pillbox which had been holding
up the Yanks for several hours.

Bull, the squad leader, acted as
both gunner and observer and con-
tinued to fire until all his ammuni-
tion was gone. Enemy action had
disrupted telephone communica-
tions. Unable to call in for more
rounds, he went to the ammo dump
himself, as mortar and artillery fire
burst around him, and returned
with a heavy load.

He continued to lob shells on the
pillbox, finally silencing the enemy
position by a direct hit.

Sgt. Bull received a Silver Star
for the ,action.

Com Z

S & S Loses Topkick
To Infantry Depot

|
| Not every unit has the privilege
of Kissing its first sergeant off
to the firing lines, nor is it every
first sergeant who will allow this
| to happen. But one such unit
|is T™he Stars and Stripes, and
| T/3 George P. Petrakis is one
isuch first sergeant. Petrakis,
i acting first sergeant, is one of
the Com Z men to switch to the
infantry,
| Petrakis was overseas 37
months, a member of The Stars
and Stripes from. its early days
| in England.
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Marsmen Gain in Burma Objective
After ‘Most Strenuous’ Jungle Trek

Yanks Capture Two Villages
After Many Ddys of Driving

Over Treacherous Terrain

CALCUTTA, Feb. 16 (ANST—The American M.

. s . - ar
Task Force, which inherited the mantle of I\Tex’z'ill’g
}[\garaugers. haf hit the Japanese again after slipping

rough mountainous jungles in the most 5
trel{ho:f the war in Burma. s S

The Marsmen stermed and captured two villages

west of the Burma road about 30 miles southgof
the Stilwell Road and 70 miles north of the enemy
base at Lashio. :
. There was only about a mile between the Amer-
icans and a Chinese force. Japanese in the village
of Han Sak were caught between the twe Allied
columns.

The Mars force is made up of the 475th Inf. Reg.,
parts of which saw action in the siege of Myitkyina,
_ant_d tlhe I?I:;ﬁh ga\i.. fighting now as dismounted
infantry. e 475th includes many of the original
Merrill's Marauders. - s s

Followed Mountains Trails i

To start its jungle push, the 475th moved from
Tonkwa to» Mongwi, some 45 miles away, through
heavy rains and over mountains 4,000 feet high.
The ftroops followed mountain trails so tortuous
that on one stretch their columns crossed the same
creek 62 times.

At Mongwi, the 475th effected a juncture with
the 124th and final plans were laid for the Burma
road assault.

In the final phase of the appproach to the Burms
road the Marsmen made a 24-hour forced march.
at one pomnt following phosphorescent cloth markers
and linking hands along treacherous bogs, creeks
and precipices. |

The task force travelled over 16 miles of the most
rugged terrain in 35 hours, with only two hours’
rest, and reached positions Jan. 17.

The_Road Is a River

Began Battle Without Food
The fight for the Burma road positions got under
{ went into battle
the terrain making it impossible

way on Jan. 19. The Marsmen
without eating,
for planes to drop food.

Fighting until Feb. 7, the task force killed more
than 600 Japanese and seriously impeded the enemy

withdrawal to Lashio.

“The Mars Task Force has covered the most
hazardous terrain in Burma ever traversed by an
American unit,” said Brig. Gen. John P. Wiley, who

commanded the force.

&

The Mars

river, like this.

&

Task Force heads
Bhame, in Burma, and sometimes the road is
a,jungle, sometimes a mountain or sometimes a

the famed force slogs along.

south toward

With pack horses and mules,

Allied Planes
Force Foe to

Hike to Battle

Continuous Allied’ bombing of
railheads and detraining points for
enemy. forces on the Western Front
has forced the Nazis to take their
troops off trains 35 to 45 miles be-
hind their most forward railheads.

This means that Germans being
shifted to the central sector, or
incoming reinforcements, have to
hike the distance, unless they ride
bicycles or find transportation- in
horse-drawn carts.

The withdrawal of enemy detrain-
ing points to the Rhine was dis-
closed in a study of captured data,
which showed that since Dec. 20, it
has not been possible for the Ger-
mans to unload troop trains south
or west of Zulpich, Euskirchen,
Mayen and Coblenz.

17 Days from Central Reich

German rail communications
have been hammered to the point
that a two-day rail journey from
central Germany recently took 17
days. ;

Trains move at night and are
camouflaged by day as troops take
to the woods. One prisoner report-
ed that the train he was on was
camouflaged by tree branches, an
idea he ridiculed on the basis that
Allied pilots might be expected to
wonder what trees were doing on
& railroad line.

Another report described how one
train backed into a tunnel to escape
air attack and was hit by another
train rushing in behind it.

Traffic Suspended

Three days after Allied planes
blasted Prum, wagons could still
barely get through the town. The
bombardment of Bitburg, on Dec.
26, forced the Germans to suspend
traffic through the town until
Jan. 4.

The pasting St. Vith took on
Dec. 25 and 26 tore up the town to
such an extent that the Germans
declared it a dead city and routed
traffic around it. They didn’t have
enough manpower to remove de-
brissThey had no mechanical equip-
ment for the job. And even if
they-had had the equipthent, they
couldn’t get the necessary gas.

Milk for Hospital Ships

Army hospital ships are to .be
supplied with sufficient frozen
grade A fresh, pasteurized, homo-
genized whole milk to give each
patient a quart a day.

Yanks Occupy Holland Caves

Once Used by C

By Bob Eunson
Associated Press Correspondent

WITH U.S. NINTH ARMY, Feb.
16.—A section of caves Caesar's
army used to cache supplies near
Valkenburg, Holland, has been oc-
cupied for the same purpose by
American doughboys from the 102nd
Div.

The rear echelon of the Ozark
Div. had its barracks and store
houses in a limestone cave which the
Germans had equipped for a rocket,
bomb factory. It connects with a
long passageway that Roman sold-
iers lived in from 50 B.C. to 400 A.D.

The 406th Regf. first took posses-
sion of the cave last November, butl
1/Lt. Louis F. Danforth, of New
York, said the place is large enough
to store supplies for 15 divisions.
Its tunnels are 67 miles long.

aesar’s Legions

- “Virtually Impossible’ Is Achieved

WITH 75th INF. DIV, Feb. 1
propelled plane which AA men cl

Div.

Colo., Pfc Joe Lee, of Refugio, Te

AA Men Snnif Nazi Jet

By Howard Byrne
Stars and Stripes Staff Writer

6.—A German ME 262, the jet-
aim is almost impossible to hit

because of its terrific speed, was recently shot down on the Seventh
Army front by men of an anti-aireraft battalion attached to the 75th

Sgt. Joseph Mohargen, of Denver, section leader of the gun
¢rew which made the astonishing hit, said the jet plane was one of
a group of four sighted at 5,000 feet during the afternoon,

Manning a 40mm. Bofors gun, the crew opened up on the planes
and had them in their sights for eight seconds.

Members of the gun crew were Pfc Rudolph Salata, of Valdez,

x., Cpl. Louis Gurrero, of Beau-

mont, Tex., and Pfc George Anthony, of Compton, Calif.

Flaming TDs

WITH U.S. FORCES IN ALSA

searing war experience.

New Treasures
Found at Front|

Two new caches, containing valua- |
ble jewelry and works of art, have |
been discovered on the Ninth Ariny i
front, according to Maj. Shatton O. |
Hammon, Fine Arts, Monuments
and Archives officer at SHAEF.

A shell landing in the basement
of a house in Geilenkirchen smash- |
ed open a walled-in enclosure and i
revealed a number of paintings;
and sculptures. Included were a
15th-century terra cotta sculpture
of the Madonna and Child and a
painting of a family group by Van
Thulin, dated 1652. The art trea-
sure was reported by a British com-
bat unit to Lt. George L. Stout,
Ninth Army Fine Arts officer, |

Enlisted personnel inside Rimburg
Castle, an ancient showplace, found
the jewelry in a wall compartment
hidden by a movable hookcase. Maj.
James D. Clemens, Civil Affairs
officer at Merkstein, directed re-
moval of the valuables, including

equipment the doughboys could not
take with them to the front lines
in Germany.

Pvt. Harry Schwarz, of New York,
said the Germans remodeled the
cave with slave labor brought in
from Northern Holland and Bel-
gium. Pfc Herbert Greenberg, .of
New York, pointed out a portion the
Germans had equipped for use as
a factory.

A lavish air conditioning system
had been installed by the Germans
as well as plumbing and fluorescent
lighting throughout.

Greenberg and two buddies, T/3
Louis F. Gacella, of Buffalo, N.Y.,
and Pfc Ernie Rambo, of Interna-
tional Falls, Minn., have converted
the lighting and plumbing equip-
ment into use for the Americans,
although the air conditioning is
not needed for warehouse purposes.

a diamond #nd pear]l tiara, many
solid silver dishes and utensils,
i carved ivory, stamp and coin col-
I lections and other objects.

I DSC to Ace, Now PW,
Who Diverted AA Fire

A Ninth Air Force fighter ace
,who dove into a hail of flak to
attack enemy batteries and divert
their fire from the rest of his/
squadron has been awarded the
DSC.

Now a prisoner, after bailing out
of his riddled Thunderbolt, Maj.
Frank @. O'Connor, of San Fran-
cisco, already had 12 planes to his
credit when he led his squadron
on a mission Nov. 5. The squadron

Danforth and 1/Lt. John P.
Brown, of Independence, Mo., are in
charge of all personal effects and

A map of the extensive systems
of tunnels has been made by Pfc|and damaged 16 others at an air-
Edwafrd Lafond, of Lowell, Mass.

destroyed 28 planes on the ground

field west of Mannheim.

One Bullet, Two Jerries

Columbia, S.C., GI who gets a bang out of his

work is Pfc Ernest M. Walker, machine-gunner

from Co. M, 13th Regt., Eighth Inf. Div. Walker was

guarding the flank of a hill when he saw two Ger-

mans moving up fo an unoccupied pillbox about 400
yards away.

Pickilg up an M], he aimed at the leading Jerry

|
|
|
i
)
!

and fired just as he was about to enter the pillbox. i

The Nazi blew up in an explosion which killed the
other German.” Walker’s bullet had made a direct
hit on explosives the men were carrying.

o
% * ®

Over the Phone Swished an 88

A telephoned “close-up” of an incoming 88 shell
was accorded Capt. John S. Nelson, of Bel-
vedere, Il1l., at his 87th Inf. Div. Sig. Co. office the
other day.

T/5 Monte P.
Perkins, of Day-
ton, Ohio, called
in from the field:

“Hello, Captain.
I'm up on a pole
and I tapped into
this wire because
I thought you
might like to hear
some artillery.”

The next sound
was the shriek of e
an enemy shell, .

Perkin’s voice followed, a little nervously.

“Goodbye Captain. That was an 88!”

No Rest for the Weary

When two MPs were sent to a'rest camp they
were put in the same room with a 104th Inf.
doughboy. The dough watched the two MPs
suspiciously for an hour. Finally he couldn’t
stand it any longer.

He rushed to the camp’s office, exclaiming
that he'd done nothing wrong, and didn't need
a guard.

It took a quarter of an hour to convince the
dough that the MPs were back for a rest, too.

5 W £
Maybe 13 Is His Lucky Number
TAFF SGT. William G. Humphrey, of Newbern,
N.C., a B26 radio-gunner with the 344th Bom-

bardment Gp., walked out to his plane in a jubilant
mood. He had attended 12 briefings, but this was
the first time he had been able to go out on a mission.

When the plane was only 100 feet in the air, it
suddenly developed the shakes and the pilot brought
it down for a belly landing. Several minutes after
the crew had escaped the flames, the 4,000-pound
bomb-load exploded, knocking windows out of builé-
ings more than a mile away.

Humphrey’s score now is 12 briefings, one abortive
mission, one crackup and no completed missions

A % 3 x
Tit for Tat
Capt. Allan B. Gillis, CO of Co. B, 308th
Engrs, was supervising a mine-sweeping detail
w_he_n his jeep hit a mine and sailed through the
air into a ditch. -
When he turned in his report that night, the

83rd Inf. Div. officer wrote: “Jeep removed one
mine, and vice versa,”

Sear Memory

Of Town in Yanks Minds

By Allan Morrison
Stars and Stripes Staff Writer

CE, Feb. 16.—There are at least

three men of a Negro tank destroyer battalion who will remember
the little Alsatian town of Sessenheim as the scene of their most
They are 1/Lt. Richard E. Kress, of
Pittsburgh; Sgt. Eulis Tyre, of Eldridge, Ala., and Sgt. Edward H.

Wallace, of Louisville, Ky,

Riding two M18 TDs, they
stormed into the town with four
tanks and a company of infantry.
Dusk was falling and so was a
heavy German artillery barrage.
While the tanks and TDs shot up
the place, doughboys slid down the
streets, fighting from house to
house.

It was Tyre's first combat mission
and he seems to have done all right
for himself. They say he got at
least 20 Germans before his des-
troyer was shot from under him
and the Yanks pulled ¢ut of the
town.

Nazis Holler Like Mad

"I could see them coming down
the street, hollering like they were
mad,” he recalled. " “I used my .50
cal. most of the time. I don't know
how many I killed altogether, but %
saw enough of them fa]l to know:

| that my old MG sure messed up a

gang of them.”

When Tyre’'s TD was hit by
enemy tank fire, two of his crew-
men were burned to death. The
survivors went into a barn held by
U.S. infantrymen and fought along-
side the doughboys.

Dawn broke with the Americans
completely surrounded. The Ger-
mans had brought up artillery and
were throwing in shells at almost
point-blank range.

Wallace's destroyer was hit and
set aflame. The crewmen who still
lived crawled into a building. But

1the Nazi 88s sought them out and

set the house afire. One by one
they dashed across the street to
another house.—-The tank fire fol-
lowed them, so they slipped out the
back way.

From then ‘on it was hide-and-
seek, with the Americans crawling
and running and the Nazi tanks
and SP guns hunting them.

“Our only escape route was across
& large field outside the town and
it was covered by Jerry -fire,” said
Kress.

Crawling, sliding, jumping, run-
ning, the little group of TD men
crossed the open stretch while Ger-
man mortars, artillery and small-
arms fire swept the area.

Typical American Girl

Smiling T/4 Delin Rudd, of Far-
go, N. Dakota, was featured on
the cover of the French magazine,
Nuit et Jour, as a “typical Amer-
ican girl.” She is logger and
dispatcher of classified documents
in the AG Mail and Message
Branch of Hgq, ETO.

o

v gy




_ the vateran coach said.

SPORTS

THE STARS AND STRIPES

Saturday, Feb. 17, 1945~

Once Over

[ ]
Lightly
By Gene Graff

INNEAPOLIS, Minn., Feb. 16.—
Bernie Bierman, whose Min-
nesota football teams were loaded
with TNT before the war, currently
is worrying about only one “T.” Long
an advocate of power tactics, the
old master is incorporating a flashy
T-formation in plans for the 1945
campaign,which
‘he hopes will
return the Gol-
den Gophers to
national promi-
nence.
Looking no
worse after
three years in
-he Marines, (he
was a 7lieuten-
tant colonel
when -~ released
irom active duty
l1ast October
Bernie is back
at his familiar stand of teaching
football. Although he refuses to
predict a brilliant season for his
manpower-riddled school, there is
no apparent lack of talented huskies
on this campus,

EN BERNIE issued his first

call for candidates a couple
of weeks ago, 40 hopefuls answer-
ed. The desire to play under Bier-
man’s wing apparently spread in
rapid fashion, because now there
are 60 youngsters working out daily
in the Gopher field house. The
squad lacks experience and triple-
threaters, usually  connected with
Biernman, but other coaches gladly
welcome 60 students to practice
even if 45 never have seen cleated
shoes.

“Providing the war deesn’t last
too long, I look for a real upswing
in the caliber of college football,”
“Consider-
ing /fthe number of 17 and 18 year-
old5 on the squads, I think colleges
Have done a remarkable job in the
last three years. But after the war

Col. McCormick

}we'll have a normal flow of high

school players alike.”

WHY IS BIERMAN adopting a T-
formation after all these years?
“The T-formation, alternated with
a single wing snd some short punt
formations, appears to be so well
established as the most effective
offensive, I've decided to give it &
whirl,"” he explained.

Bernie doesn't believe any team
will be able to cope with the Army
and Navy this year. What's more,
he condones West Point and An-
napolis “proselyting” as it affords
potential officer material the oppor-
tunity to get an
education other-
wise unobtain-
able. “There is
no reason (o
discourage the
practice of lur-
ing athletes to
the military
academies dur-
ing the war,”
he declared.
“Boys might as
well be trained
for commissions as be drafted in
due course. The fact they happen
to play football, or some other
game, shouldn’t penalize them in
the public eyes.”

Bernie expressed keen interest in
the activities of . Col. Frank Mc-
Cormick, former Minnesota athletic
director, now supervising the Army
athletic program on the Continent,
from Paris

“There is no doubt soldiers want
sports and I'm glad to know they’ve
got a capable man like Frank there
to conduct the activity,” he said.
“Experienced sportsmen can do a
lot to stimulate competitive inferest
among servicemen.”

Bernie DBierman

The Hat Trick Boy Snafus Hawks’ Bid for Victory

Ted Kennedy, Toronto Maple Leaf win 1 i ilfi
s wingman, though seemingly cut off by Wilfie Field, of the Chicago
Black Hawks, Stoll;E the puck on this play and went on to score his thigd goal as the Leafs defe(z:ltgd
e Hawks, 4-3, in a recent National Hockey League game at Chicago.

Czar Isn’t Needed
For Cage—Bushnell

BETHLEHEM, Pa. Feb. 16.—
There's no need for a collegiate
basketball czar to check the
evils of gambling, according to
Asa Bushnell, chairman of the
Eastern Athletic Association.

Brooklyn College’s bribery
scandal has given basketball “a
black eye, but not a broken leg,”
said Bushnell. *“And there is no
need for a complete change in
the setup or supervision of the
game,”

Chile’s Act of War
Disturbs Al Weill

NEW YORK, Feb. 16—It is
reliably reported that the Fight
Managers’ Guild will file a formal
protest with the Chilean government
on behalf of Al “The West” Weill,
member in good standing. After
sending 15 of his gladiators off to
the wars, Weill reached down fo
Chile for Arturo Godoy, heavy-
weight fighter, whom he planned
to exhibit throughout the United
States.

Godoy is a lieutenant
Chilean Army.

CAGE RESULTS

Alabama 60, Georgia 59.
Bethany 62, Farragut 53.
Geneva 38, Coast Guard Acdy. 37.
Heidelberg 48, Wittenburg 39,

Indiana Tchrs. 49, Murray Tchrs. 42.
Muskingum 49, Ashland 43.

Norfolk (Nebr.) 46, Nebr. Wesleyan 27,
Okla, Aggies 41, Norman Navy 29.
Otterbein 54, Capital 37.

Rider G0, Providence 50.

Texas Tech, 49, Texas Mines 32,
Toledo 44, Camp Perry 19.

Wartburg 71, Penn (Towa) 49,

Dodgers Release Sunkel

BROODKLYN, Feb. 16.—The
Brooklyn Dodgers yesterday re-
leased Tom Sunkel, southpaw
pitcher, outright to the St. Paul
club of the American Association.
Sunkel played in 12 games with
the Dodgers in 1944,

in the

The Question Box

Pyt. William F. Gilligan, Jr.—List of
heavyweight champlons from John L.
Sullivan to the present title-holder: John
L. Sullivan, James J. Corbett, Bob Fitz-
simmons, James J. Jeffries, Marvin Hart,

. Tommy Burns, Jack Johnson, Al Palzer,

Gunboat Smith, George Smith, Georges
Oarpentier, Jess Willard, Jack Dempsey,
Gene Tunney, Max Schmeling, Jack Shar-
key, Primo Oarnera, Max Baer, James J.
Braddock, Joe Louis.

Pvt. Edward Rush.—A football center 1s
eliglble to receive a forward pass only
when he’s on either end of the line. The
center can't be in the backfield and still
hold the ball, unless he passes from the
line, runs backward and takes the ball on
a tricky spinner or Iateral pass play.

Pfe Pele McGrath.—A runner can re-
trace his steps all the way back to first
base provided he touches each bag in
proper reverse order. A runner can ad-
vance on a ng ball to the outfield as
soon as it touches the fielder’s glove.

Cpl. John L. Davis.—James J. Corbett
fought Joe Choynski four times, one
which ended in no decision, In thelr

other three bouts, Cogbett met Choynski,
May 30, 1889, near Fairfax, 2Zoz. gloves
were used and the police interfered after
four rounds; June 5, 1889, fought on a
barge near Benecia,

Calif., 20z, skin

gloves were used, Corbett scored a knoek-
out in the 27th round. They met again
July 15 in San Francisco and Corbelt won
in four rounds.

Ple Gene Downlng.—Defensively, here
is how Marty Marion and Eddie Miller
performed during the past five years as
major league players (first flgures are
for Marion): games 609, 756, putouts
1,340, 1,718; assists 2,188, 2,609; errors,
143, 116: total chances 3,671, 4,343; dou-
ble plays 431, 533; percentage .961, 973,

Pvt. John Klimack.—Al Singer kayoed
Leonard Zezzarino in sixth round, Oct. 11,
1929. It was a mnon-title fight because
Singer didn’t win the lightweight crown
until the following year, when he kayoed
Sammy Mandell jn the first round,

vt. Steven Quittman.—The world's rec.
ord ski jump is 350 feef, made in 1939
by Joseph Bradl, of Austria, in Plancia,
Jugoslavia. He bettered his own mark of
331.375 feet, made in 1935. The American
record is 289 feet, made by Torger Tokle,
March, 1942, at Iron Mountain, Mich,

WO Donald Kass.—Minnesota vs. Neb-
raska football scores from 1935 to 1944,
inclusive (Nebraska score first): 7-12, 0-7,
14-9, 7-16, 6-0, T-13, 0-9, 2-15, 0-54, 0-39.
No natlonal lisfings issued wuntil 1936.
Nebraska ranked ninth in 1936, seventh

in 1940.

Rangers Escape NHL Cellar,
Irimming Black Hawks, 6-2

NEW YORK, Feb. 16.—The Rangers averted a tumble into the

National Hockey League cellar

last night at Madison Square

Garden as they defeated the Chicago Black Hawks, 6-2, in a game
that was delayed two hours when the New York club failed to

Call LIU Team
In Bri_lgfi Case

BROOKLYN, Feb. 16—The
Kings County District Attorney’s
office yesterday questioned Coach
Red Wolfe, Captain Len Rothman,
and nine other members of the
Long Island University basketball
team in connection with the gam-
bling scandal which broke around
the Brooklyn College team last
month. Assistant District Attorney
Charles N. Cohen, -hastened to ex-
plain the questioning was just rou-
tine and no reflection on the LIU
players, who were no way involved
in the scandal.

Cohen refused fto divulge the
nature of the questioning, but said
at- the conclusion of the two-hour
session that everyone was “very co-
operative.”

Players from other colleges in
Btrooklyn are scheduled for inter-
rogation with St. John's coming
up next,

Ace Left in Deck

Mort Cooper

ST. LOUIS, Feb. 16.—Morton
Cooper, veteran righthanded pii-
cher with the St. Louis Cardinals,
has again been rejected for mili-
tary service and is in 4F, following
a physical examination at Jefferson
Barracks.

Cooper didn't reveal the reason
for his Tejection and said he had
not been informed whether the
War Department would review his
case, in accordance with its policy
regarding well-known athletes,

Cooper will be 31 years old next
month. He was previously rejected
for high blood pressure.

arrive in time from Detroit.

Bob Dill and Fred Hunt scored
two goals apiece for the Patrick-
men, Hunt's
coming within
30 seconds of
each other dur-
ing the. final
two minutes of
the game. Dill,
Grant Warwick
and Oft Heller
tallied for the
Rangers in the:
first period, and
Dill got his se-|
cond goal in the
next session.

Peter Horeck
and Joe Cooper netted Black Hawk
goals in the first period.

Don Grosso, recently bought from
the Detroit Red Wings, was a Hawk
casualty in the third period when
he twisted his right knee. Prelim-
inary examination indicated a torn
cartilage, which might keep him
idle the rest of the season.

Bob Dill

Hockey Standings

National League
W L TPis W L TPis

Montreal 31 5 3 65 Beoston ..13 23 2 28
Detroit... 24 11 4 52 NewYork 8 22 2 24
Toronto.. 19 17 2 40 Chicago.. 8 23 5 21
American League
Cleveland 7, Providence 4.
EASTERN DIV, WESTERN DIV.
W L TPis W L TPis

Buffalo . 24 8 755 Clevelnd.25 11 9 59
Hershey.. 19 20 8 46 Ind’polis.20 17 11 51
Prov. .... 18 223 #1 Pittsb’gh2l 19 6 48

Frick Brands’
Reeent Items

On BB ‘False’

NEW YORK, Feb. 16.—Ford
Frick’s office in Radio City,
usually the scene of calm and
quiet, echoed today- with the
National League president’s
vigorous denials that he planned
to talk with War Mobilization Di-
rector James F. Byrnes and other
government officials about baseball’s
wartime status.
Newspaper carried the story that
Frick and Will Harridge, Amer-
ican League boss, were seeking an
appointment with government
bigwigs before the opening date of
the 1945 baseball season, and had
their bags all packed for the trip
to Washington whenever called.
“As I have said many times, base-
ball never has asked for any favo:s
and has no intention of doing so,”
Frick told newspapermen today.
“There is absolutely no truth in
those stories.” ,

He admitted, however, that base-
pall officials might seek audience
with officials of th2 government but
“only when certain developments
arise which aren't clear as to how
they apply to us.”

Ridicules Split Story

While blasting away at his former
colleagues of the press box, Frick
took the occasion to ridicule an-
other story which popped up during
the last week.

“Never at any time did we disciiss
a plan of regrouping the major
leagues on an eastern and western
basis,” he said, “And there has
never been an indication that the
government would ask us to do 50.”
The papers throughout the nation
carried stories . from Washington
early this week, attributing to a
‘“high government source” the
plan for eastern teams in the Na-
tional League to play eastern teams
in the American League and west-
ern clubs in both leagues to follow
suit, to save travel nex{ summer.
ODT ridiculed the idea before the
ink was dry on the papers.

Frick maintained discreet silence
on the matter of a new baseball
commissioner.

Rap Committee’s-
Delay in Picking
NewBaseballCzar

NEW YORK, Feb. 16.—Major
league clubowners, who feel that
definite action on the successor
for the late Commissioner Kene-
saw Mountain Landis should be
taken immediately, are getting a
little impatient with the committee
selected at the recent baseball
meetings to sift through the list of
candidates. Horace Stoneham, presi-
dent of the Giants, and Branch
Rickey, head man of the Dodgers,
spoke up yesterday and wanted to
know what, if anything, was cook-
ing.
“What is the committee doing?”,;
Stoneham asked. “Those four guys
have been at it for ten days and
it's about time they made up their
minds.”

Stoneham’s reierence was to <am
Breadon and Don Barnes, of ine
two St. Louis clubs; Alva Bradley,
of Cleveland, and Phil Wrigley, of
the Cubs,

Rickey, who never indulges mn
language quite that strong, gave
out with some doubletalk which

St, Louis.10 27 6 26

added up to “Time’s awastin’.”
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GI Sports

Three teams are tied for second
place, just half a game behind the
leading Army team in the Hgs.
Ninth AF Service Command Basket-
ball League.

Army is paced by S/Sgt. Joe
Risinger, of Hartford City, Ind. He
has scored 272 points in 13 games.

Duke, Yale and Long Island are
the deadlocked seconti-place out-
fits. Cpl. Robert Barroni, of Middle-
town, Conn., is the Yale captain;
T/Sgt. Sam Howarth, of Brooklyn,
leads the Duke team, and Col. N.
R. Rogers, former pro from Cleve-
land, is the Loyg Island captain.

The League Standings:

W L WL

Army ..oceeens 10 3 9 6
Duke .. P . 4 8
Wald isiiiea o 8 Dartmouth... 4 8
Long Island.. 9 3 SlipperyRock 4 9
Ohlo State... 8 5 Cornell . zZ 9
Alabamg ... 8 3 Boston . 29
Navy ... 8 3 South. ¢ B

- > -
Pfe Guido Tancredi, distance

runner who once finished- second
to Glenn Cunningham, will repre-
sent the U.S. Army in the All-Star

ten-kilometer cross-counfry run

through the Bois de Vincennes, PaCis,
tomorrow, at 3:45 PM. Tancredi, 23-
year-old MP, is from Old Forge, Pa.
. - ¥ A

SPECIAL SERVICE OF ASCZ
has inaugurated an ambitious sports
program for members of its com-
mand. The list includes badmin-
ton, pingpong, medicine ball,
punching bag exercises, basketball,
boxing and volley ball. The basket-
ball league schedules four games
nightly under the direction of Lt.
Adrian M. Dodson, of Baton Rouge,
La., and Cpl. Willilam Gayo, of
Baltimore, Md. A ring has been
erected in the Post theater by Sgt.
Lou Bodish, of Coplay, Pa.

® ¥ ¥

The Howitzers, representing the
736th Field Artillery Bn., Btry. “A*
who won_ last year's Fort Ord.
(Calif.) basketball tournament are
still intact. The team is composed
of Sgts. Herb Calperf, Providenee
College; Byron Crystal, Utah;
Frank Taddeo; Cpls. Ned Lather,
North Dakota, Arnold Billig,
Brooklyn College, and Pfcs Ted
Harrison, Providence. Tom Sorgio,

and “Cupcake” Kaufman.
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Maj. J. Jacobi observes: “The
Germans are leaving the Oder
and the Red Army has picked
up the scent.”

* % B

‘We point with pride to the purity
of the white space between our
Jjokes.

é * * ¥

Don’t be too hard on wolves, sez
T/5 James Rieser. A wolf is a guy,
after all .

Giil’'s voice in the blackout.
“Just because I said I admired
the Raussians for their fast ad-
vances is no sign that I meant
for you to start an offensive.”

£ *® &

We know a certain signal corps
major who is drifting around PSa-
ris theze days with a red face and
a sheepish grin. After sweating out
tickets for weeks, he got them ang
invited a young woman to one of
the hit plays. An usherette askeqd
to see his ticket stubs—there was a
brizadier general and guest siand-
ing by, claiming the same seats.
The major soon discovered that ne
was in the right- seat—but he had
come to the play a week too soon.

- * B

‘viien the suggestisn box at an
ARC club in France suddenly
¢i azpeared, GIs woncered why.
N w they knew. Lasi snggestion

S
A /g*??’“li.\%g
L s i 2
\.ﬂ;! Jﬁ 5 e

in tiae box

. was: “Please move
tae saggestion box. I bumped
iy head on it

* * E
Wio said that? It seems ghat
*wo.iien dislike each other princi-
pally because of men,
- * 4
The - following mal item™

ap:-cared in a recent
Saturday Review of Literature:
“Yeung man, 24, healthy, 3 1 2
ycars' college, wants interesting po-
sition.

sue of The

3 Anything considered care-
fully. Willing “to travel, work
hard and ' take chancss.” After

reading this ad, Maj. R. W. Andrews
and Capt. 1. J. Kenig commented —
“Any araft board ought to be able
to give the guy just what he's look-
ing for.”

L] ® *®
And then there is the Signal
Corps clerk who labels messages
to WACs, “Communiquettes.”
B & % —

Today's simile (Thanks fo Cpl
Alvin Krieg): “As wonderful a guy
as a non-smoker on ration day.”

C. W.

Help W anted
—AND GIVEN

Write your question sr problem to
Help Wanted, The Stars and Siripes,
taris, France. APO 887. °

FOUND

HOTOS—One_ is of

inscribed ‘“‘Hannah and Alice Meara,

Bonnie, Joanne, Carline, Mary Eliz and
Marsha, Feb., 1944”.—Cpl. F. Person.

APOs WANTED

Ll‘. Col, Earl S, Tromley, Maryland; Lt.

Cel. Ralph €. Tilly, San Francisco;

Lt. Lynn Wienstock; Lt. Melburn Zuin-

tona, Santa Ana, Calif.
ETER Farrell; Pvt. Jean Georgie, New
York: Mildred B. George,” Harrisburg,

seven children,

Pa.; Pvt. Louis Glassburn, Columbus,
Ohijo; Sgt. Ellis O. Harris, Owensboro,
Ky.; Opl. Floyd Hearns. Bessmen, Ala.;

George Jovan, Baltimore; Sgt. Harold E.
Kalb, IlL; 1/Sgt. Carl Kulp, Burnett,
Texas; Pvt. Frank Karsner, Frazee, Minn,;
Cpl. Arthur Koretz, Camp Robinson, Ark,;
Harold Liskin, Toronto; Ted La Rocea,
Rochester, N.¥.; Pvt. Jack Levieen, New
¥ork; Sgt. Norman Loweinstein, Amster-
dam, N.¥.; Pvt. Don Lippencott. Dallas,
Texas

T. Harold Burton, New York; Lt. Ro-

bert R. Andrews, Waban, Mass.; Capt.
Harry Bailey, Huntsville, Ala.; Capt. Carl
Brewster, Spokane, Wash.; 1/Lt, G. d'An-
delot Belin; Maj. Edward Bushhamper;
Maj. George C. Clark; Lt, S. L. Harlan
Clare, Sacramento, Calif.; 2/Lt. Betty
Cook, Augusta, Ga.: Maj. Warren R.
Crump, Richmond, Va.; K: V. Dunning,
RCAP, J-25948; Lt, Col. Roll Dallmer;
Lt. Jeande M. Daris, N-773678; Lt. Ber=-
nice Kufta; Chaplain O'Mara; Lt, Col.
John €. Ramsden, Dedham, Mass.;: 1/Lt.
Anng Grace Ranhan, Buchanan, Mich.?
1/Lt, Dan’ Riorden, Detroit, Mich.; 2/Lt.
John Stapg Tsannessee; Lt. Hubert. Sal-
monson, rndale, Mass.; L&; Beverly
Shaeffer, Ripon, Wis.; 1.Lt, Robert Siégal;
Capt, George Simmons, Texas; Capt. An-
thony Watkins, 0-1796386; 1/Lt. Fred. J.
Zansmer, Brooklyn, N.Y.

VT. Robert Addams; S/Sgt. William

Q. Adams, Newton, Texas; Stephan
Andryezewski ; Opl, James W. Black;
S/Sgt.. Howard L. Bonpewitz, Wooster,
©Ohig; Pvt, Ben J. Brougham; Pfc Russell
J. Brennenstahl; Raymond L, Burrows;
Pfc Harry R. Boehm; Robert Carlson;
Donald B. Oatrell, Chicago; Cpl. Helen
Grimshaw Childress, Portland, Ore.; S/Sgt.
Tige Champion, Panama City,, Fla.;
Danny Chachick, Ely, Minn,; Pvt. William

Duncan; Helen Durinski, Wilkes-Barre,
ga.; Pvt. Leonard Ethridge, Franklin,
‘enn.

Li’l Abner
/._f WIF THESE GLASSES ,

- BUT AN, ..‘EZ@"
A EE
7 )

(-PUFELZ] MINUTE
‘LL LOSE ‘EM

\ ///

Copr 1942 by Voivnd Frainns §, . -
TR it St

By Courtesy of United Features

By Al Capp

You WOL?.’.;-A.?EANT
AT TRACTIVE GIRL !
TAKE A WALK NOwADAYS | FAT GAL!
WITHOUT SOME
BEAST GRABBING

A

THET FALSE
BEARD AN THEM
CLOES IS MERELY
A DISGUISE 7 SKE
IS TH WORLDS HOST
DANGEROUS. LADY
CRIM'NUL —AN
e G
RING H
SusTicEr”

Terry and The Pirates

THIS 16 B PLEASURE
JANE ! WHAT ERINGS
YoU TO THE RAIN
MAKERS HUT 2

COMING N

THE COLONEL
HAS SOME STUFE

NORTH AFRICA- HE
WANTS THE WEATHER
DOPE TO SEE W+ IT
WILL GET THROUGH!

By Courtesy of. News Syndicate

FEOM

WHY, SERGEANT, WE °\
WOULD HAVE OIWEN

LETS HAVE A
Look AT THE
o= MAPS ..
SHssTIES

YoU. THAT INFO
ON THE
TELEPH-

g NOTHING MOVING IN
THAT SHOULD ALTER
ROUTINE OPERATIONS
FROM AFRICA...

IN FACT, IT 15 GOOPD FLYING
WEATHER OVER THE HUMP,

DOWN THROUGH INDO-EHINA
TO THE PHILIPPINES ...

HERE WE ARE,
BABES! 4

SURE" THEY'RE Yo
NO.DOPES THEYRE ke
ALWAYS ON

THE MOVE !
i;?ﬁ

e

i
!
-\l

P
L}f/
Tl ¥

/
&g

P HEY 11! THE
DOLLS ARE

HERE!!!

{ OKAY!/!I-BRING
‘EM IN'Y ‘

b : o
¥ WHY, THOSE TRACKS

GO0 RIGHT OFF
THE PIER??

LT 7 ;

By Courtesy >t Chicago Tribune Syndicate. Ine.

HEY, LOOK ?
LOCK.S y:

AND ONLY A FEW FEET AWAY

BENEATH THE PIER

& THE TEMPERATURE MUST &
‘BE DROPPING. THE
WATER IS FREEZING

AS IT FALLS
e,

THE SUCCEEDING COATS 8
OF ICE ARE MAKING THAT
HOLE SMALLER” I-

Malé Call

r‘me OLD MANS COMING
OUT TO FIRE THE RANGE!
—Yol KNOW HOW HE 15 IF
HE HAS A BAD 5CORE...
WHO'S IN THE BUTTS AT THE
COLONEL'S FAVORITE
FOSITION Z T WANT TO
KEEP A\Y DATE IN TOWN 8
TONIGHT !

TOO LATE

OH, CRIFPES
ITS GOONIE S
o’ ROONEY!

PO ANYTHING
BUT WARN HIM
ON THE PHONE!

Ty 3
W 5 o~ \_ -
Canifd distributed by Camp Newsghper Serwc

TO

]

NUIMBER NINE
I A FIVE AT

OOOH — 50 ﬂ
FAR 50 GOOD

B NUMBER TEN 15 A

N Five, PINWHEEL |
HOWM T POIN, A}
LOO-TENINT £ Pi‘ :

Jane

ThAe Front Line Folltes
Aave occuypied the castle

WELL, NOW YOU'RE
SNUGLY SETTLED IN
I'LL LEAVE YOU AND
SCOUT ROUND FOR
OUR TRoOOPS!

By Norman Pett

As Ae goes Jane
fancies she Aears
the sound of a
Au.nt:hg —Aorn —

4
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Reich Feeling
Acute Shortage

Of 01l Supplies

By Richard S. Lewis
Stars and Stripes Staff Writer

Allied air attacks on Germany’s
military and economic power to
continue resistance reached the
highest pitch since D-Day this
week, but Luftwaffe opposition
dropped sharply, it was disclosed
yesterday.

At the same time, it was officially
revealed that Allied air attacks
combined with Russian advances
have cut German gasoline produc-
tion 80 per cent since April, when
the air offensive to drain: the oil
out of the Reich was started.

Shortage . of oil "is more serious
in the Reich today than at any
time since the Battle of France,
when the Germans had to draw on
long-stored stocks, German oil
supplies are so low that the short-
age has become a primary factor

—in determining Nazi strategy and
is apparently an important factor

Ja itr the grounding of the Luftwaffe.

Heaviest Aerial Blow

The 9,500 sorties flown from
Tuesday to Wednesday night consti-
tuted the heaviest air blow struck
at the Reich since D-Day. It was
one of the greatest of the war.
 Better weather and longer day-
light are making renewed mass air
attacks increasingly possible. Kvyi-
dence is now accumulating. that
what remains of German etonomy
is disintegrating with Jinereasing
rapidity as one of the principal
power sources of the fTotal German
war effort—oil—is .~ drained- from
the Reich.

Distribution g civilian goods has
been seriously’ disrupted. Mail ser-
vices have 'oeen considerably re-
duced. Mowement of coal from the
Ruhr hag been cut. Silesian coal
has bwen lost to the Russian ad-
vange

RuhrPounded. . .

(Continued from Page 1)

ing in the afternoon, the Nintn’s
planes continued their hammering
of German lines of communica-
tions, making 27 attacks on rail-

Life and Death Struggle Over Japanese Capital

Blown out of his waist-gun blister over Tokyo by a Jap plane, Sgt.
J. R. Krantz,” Hickory Point, Tenn,. dangles over the side of this

B-29.

This ' picture was taken from another Superfort. He was

pulizd in by crew members after a 15-minute struggle.

Assault on Tokvo Is Viewed

As Prelude to Bolder Move

i and other military targets in and

NEW YORK, Feb. 16 (ANS).—The smashing carrier-plane
attack on Japan is a possible forerunner of a'bold, new’ move

Fby American forces in the Pacific, the United Press said today.

What the move will be is a matter of conjecture, the UP said.

- The UP regarded as significant the fact that surface forces
= | iecan fleet that was said in some
: reports to have surface units within ;

were blasting Japanese islands such
as Iwo Jima, in the Volcano Is-
lands, and islands in the Bonin
group—only 700 miles from the
Japanese homeland. It saw in this
a possible indication of the new
move.

Although a carrier attack on
Tokyo had been indicated for a
long time, it was hurled against
Tokyo as part of a more signifi-
cant over-all plan. While there
has been no hint that landings on
Iwo or in the Bonins are due at
this time, the UP said the smash
at Tokyo and its environs could

road yards and disabling 97 loco- well serve as cover for such a move.

motives, 698 railroad cars and

destroying a bridge.
Approximately 1,300 medium and

light bombers were out on the

Ninth’s missions. Heavy flak was

encountered and five planes were |
| bombers such

lost. :

On the Seventh Army front 412
fighters and fighter-bombers of the
First TAC AF flew 41 missions
yesterday to strike at tanks and
guns in the German lines and at
bridees and railroad installations
behind the lines.

Losses for the heavies were not
announced, but pilots said the mis-
sions were completed with little
fighter opposition appearing, "the
German planes challenging only
stragglers. Eighth AF losses for
Feb. 14 and 15, the two days in
which more 5,000 Allied -heavy
bombers smashed at eastern Ger-
many, were today annmounced as
20 bombers and seven fighters.

West Front ...

(Continued from Page 1)

* Scottish troops, fighting astride the
Cleve-Calcar road, drove to within
4,000 yards of Calcar, a road
junction 18 miles southeast of
Nijmegen. ‘

Along the Rhinebank, Canadian
troops, who were using amphibious
equipment to get through flooded
lowlands in the secfor between
Cleve and the Rhine, took the vil-
lage of Huisberden, three and one-
half miles east of Cleve. .

The Allied advance into this
border area of the lower Rhine was
slowed by weather and ground con-
ditions., = German resistance was
increasing as additional reinforce-
ments came into the area.

In the Luxembourg bridgehead,
Third Army’s Fifth Div. gained a
quarter of a mile along a five-mile
front tp gain the high ground
overlooking the Prum River aft its
junction with another stream, the
Enz. ;

On their right, 76th Div. doughs
advanced a half-mile along the
Sauer River to widen the bridge-
head toward Minden and reached
high ground east of Echternach.

Paris S_ubu ri)s Fl:):)dcd

As Seine River Rises

French officials fear that serious
floods may result in many districts
due to the rapidly rising waters of
the Seine River, Reuter reported.
Several southern suburbs of Paris
are floodeds-and water has seeped
into the underground station
of Jussieu, near the Jardin des
Plantes.

These bases, the last
defense outposts for the
homeland, are only 700 to 750 miles
from Japan proper. If they wera
in American hands, it Wouia
possible to use short-range heavy
as Liberators to
augment the air blows now being
rained on Japan by Superfortresses
operating from the Marianas
Islands.

The UP also saw in the carrier
planes’ concentration on air facil-
ities on Honshu a move to prevent
any air assistance from being senf
to the Japanese garrisons il
Bonins and Volcanoes.

Board ﬁeadies
Reich Controls

LONDON, Feb. 16 (AP).—Pressed
by the Big Three to speed up plans
for suppressing Germany’s aggres-
sive powers forever, the European
Advisory Commission prepared to-
day to add the finishing touches
to a blueprint for controlling future
German economy.

France's recommendations are ex-
pected to be handed to the com-
mission soon, They are reported
to include destruction of all Ger-
man armament works, a ban on
the production of aircraft engines,
tight control of importation of
machinery, supervision of labora-
tories and research industries and
Allied confiscation of German-
owned industries abroad.

The reported French proposals
are virtually identical with Amer-
ican recommendations. British pro-
posals also are believed to coincide
with the American.

major

oe

il

Backs Belgian Premier

BRUSSELS, Feb. 16 (AP).—The
Belgian Senate today gave an 80-
to-20 vote of confidence to Achille
Van Acker, the new Premier.

enemy |

Yanks Close In
On Manila Japs

MANILA, Feb. 16 (ANS).—The
last pocket of Japanese resistance
in southern Manila was being stead-

ily Teduced today by American
forces which already had spoiled
the enemy's hopes for making the
battle for the city a turning point
of the Luzon campaign.

Gen, MacArthur's communigue
said captured Japanese documents
indicated that the enemy garrison
in Manila had totaled more than
20,000 men, who had hundreds of
artillery pieces and had planted
thousands of mines.

The Japanese plans, MacArthur
said, were upset by rapid American
envelopment of the city from the
east and the north.
| ~ American” heavy bombers con-
tinued to batter Corregidor, and
fighters strafed Japanese positions
on Bataan. U.S. troops striking
down the east coast of Bataan cap-
tured the Balanga Pilar area, which
is the terminus of a highway run-
ning to the west coast,

Draft in China
CHUNGKING, Feb, 16 (ANS).—
China today :announced plans to
conscript more than half a million
before the end of March “fo meet
the demand for an all-out Chinese
counter-offensive in conjunction
with the coming landing of Amer-
ican forces on the China coast.”

Naval Attack

Is Sull ﬁRaging

(Continued from Page 1)
ture, to the southwest., Official
American reports said that airfields

around Tokyo had been attacked. |

Aerial battles developed over the
Japanese capital as rocket- and
bomb-bearing Hellcats and Hells
divers and Avenger torpedo planes
flew in from carriers in an Amer- |

300 miles of the Japanese home-
land.

Jap Fleet Refuses Challenge

Although the Japanese Air Force
attempted to meet the challenge ol

| Vice Adm. Marc A. Mitscher’s task

force, the Japanese Imperial Fleet :
apparently did not. There was no
report of surface-ship action Off |
Japan. |

Some 700 miles south of Tokyo, |
in the Volcanoes, the Japanese base |
at Iwo Jima was being bombarded
by American warships under the
direction of Vice Adm. Raymond A.
Spruance, commander of the Fifth
Fleet and tactical commander in
the present operations.

Planes of the Strategic Air Force,
Pacific Ocean Areas, were bombing
Iwo Jima and also were striking at
Japanese peositions in the Bonin
Islands.

Radio Tokyo said that approxim-
ately 30 American warships, includ-
ing battleships and carriers, were
making the attack on Iwo Jima.
One - Japanese commentator specu-
lated that the attack might be the
prelude to an American landing.

Exchange ShT'p l_)‘uc
In U.S. Next Week

WASHINGTON, Feb. 16 (ANS).
—The exchange liner Gripsholm,
carrying hundreds of former mili-
tary and civilian prisoners and in-
ternees who were exchanged for
German prisoners and nationals in
Switzerland, is scheduled to arrive
in Jersey City on or about Feb. 20,
the State Department announced
today.

Cablegrams of the senders’ own
composition may be sent by mem-
bers of the armed forces to the
U.S., Canada and Great Britain
from any telegraph or cable office
in France, according to a memo-

randum issued by the Adjutaat
General's office.
Heretofore military personnel

was required to send selected text
messages, but the new regulation
makes the cables subject only to
security censorship.

‘ Representatives of the cable com-
panies advise soldiers to send mes-

Yanks in France Can Write
Their Own Cablegrams Home

sages containing up to 16 words
as “deferred cables”; messages over
16 words should be sent by night
letter. The speed of transmission
is the same for both classifications,
but the rate is cheaper if the longer
messages are sent by night letfer.

The approximate cost of a cable
to New York is 18 cents per word,
or $2.99 -for a 25-word night letter.
A similar night letter to Chicago
costs $4.06, and to San Francisco
$4.85

Soldiers may not say where they
are, cable collect, nor request money
via return cable,

Foxy Germans Outfoxed

OQuick-Thinking GIs Talk Way to Safety

wore GI uniforms, and as the fight raged between
the encircled and encirclers, the Jerries would yell
from time to time, in English, “Surrender, Amer-
You'd better surrender.”

Finally the Yanks got a chance to make a break
for it and lit out toward their own lines. Suddenly
they saw their way was barred by Gl-clad Ger-
The Yanks thought fast and then they

By Wade Jones

Stars and Stripes Staff Writeg
WITH U.S. SEVENTH ARMY, Feb, 16.—The
talked their way—
in English—out of a very tough spot while encir-

four 103rd Div. infantrymen
cled behind German lines.

The fast-thinking quartef, cut
company

Buckland, Granby, Conn.

Many of the Germans surrounding the Yanks

in . a northern Alsace
consisted of Pfc Robert Moore, Uxbridge, Mass.;
Pfc William Vedoe, Wollaston, Mass.; Pfc Fdward
Mundhenk, Woodhaven, N.Y. and Pvi, Harvey

icans. fop.

off from their
forest fight, mans.
Americans,

Americans kept

began, waving and yelling jovially,
Stop.
The Germans smiled and waved back.

of their own lines.

“Surrender,
You'd better surrender.”
The

walking, straight into the safety

House Passes

George Bill By
399 to 2_. VYote

The Stars and Stripes U.S. Bureau

WASHINGTON, Feb. 16.—Tha

House of Representatives today
passed and sent to the White House
the George bill, which shears Henry
A. Wallace of Federal loan powers
if* and when the Senite confirms
him as Secretary of Commerce.
- Passage was voted overwhelms-
ingly, 399 to 2, after a Republican-
Democratic coalition of Wallace op-
ponents had failed in an effort to
shelve the bill.

Wallace's opponents had hoped
that shelving would result in out-
right rejection of his nomination
to the Cabinet by forcing the Sen-
ate to vote on confirmation of Wal-
lace not only as secretary, but also
as head of the Reconstruction Fi-
nance Corporation.

The Democratic majority barely
wriggled through yesterday when
the bill had its first test on the
Hous_e floor. The vote was 202 to
192 in favor of the rule sending
the bill to the floor.

Republicans, aided by 19 South-
ern Democrats. headed by Rep.

;Jehn E. Rankin, of Mississippi,

voted solidly against the rule.

U.S. Speculates
On Choices for

Pacific Leader

2y Joe Fleming

The Stars and Stripes U.S. Bureau

NEW YORK, Feb. 16.—There is
a growing curiosity on the part of
military writers and the public
here as to who is going to lead the
final battles against Japan.

Without the suggestion of inter-
service friction, partisans of both
are claiming their choices’ right to
take precedence in the latter phases
of the Pacific war. It has been
noticed, for instance, that Navy
censors have let correspondents
point out how the vast sea distan-
ces involved in the Japanese war
make it necessary for a Naval chief
to command operations.

Retirement Suggested

Inside Army circles there is no
agreement—and the War Depart-
ment obviously isn't saying any-
thing—as to who should be the top
ground-force man. There have
been a lot of suggestions that Gen.
MacArthur, having reached Manila,
would retire, and much of the
American press has protested the
idea.

The Army and Navy Journal this
week comes right out with the
statement that MacArthur should
lead the assault on Japan, and Mac-
Arthur's own cry, “On to Tokyo,”
is held to be his bid for that posi=
tion.

Special Experience Needed

Regarding top ranking generals
in the European Theater and their
part in future Pacific operations,
il has been widely stated that they
would not be experienced enough in
amphibious warfare to take com-
mand, and this week’s Newsweek
Magazine says:

“Friends of General of the Army
Eisenhower say that he definitively
does not seek leadership there and
will be content to refurn to Wash-
ington when Germany is cleaned
up. The only big name registered
in staff quarters is that of Lt. Gen.
George S. Patton, Jr. But he asked
only for command of armored for-
ces operating in China.”

The ‘Army has another ace in
the hole—Gen. Joseph Stilwell, now
chief of Army Ground Forces.

New Bronze Insigne
0OK’d for Assault Troops

WASHINGTON, Feb. 16 (ANS)
—Assault troops soon will be wear-
ing tiny quarter-inch arrowheads
on service ribbons to show that
they participated in initial land-
ings on a hostile shore or made. a
combat drop ihto enemy territory
by parachute or glider,

Announcing adoption of - the
bronze Indian arrowhead .design,
the War Department said the in-
signe would be awarded to all
members of the armed forces who
have participated. in ' such opers-
tions -since: the start of the war,

The - announcement added that
only one arrowhead, to be worn
point - upward, may be affixed to
any one service ribbon.
De Gaulle to Confer

CAIRO, Feb. 16 (AP).—Well-in-
formed sources said foday -that
General Charles de Gaulle would
confer with members of the
British and American delegations
to the Crimea Conference before
they returned home. The subject,
it was said, will be French security
after the war.




