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ALLIES SECURE BEACHES IN

AS INVASION MEETS SLIGHT OPPOSITION

Allies Closing
Falaise Exit
On 50,000

Hammering 1¢ientlessly ~ from
three sides, Allied forces in
rorthwestern  France yesterday
intensified their squeeze-play
mgainst {he German sack at
Falaise and narrowed its neck to
less than 10 miles, but front-line
dispatches reported that half the
German Seventh Army had es~
caped the trap. :

Racing: agomnst complete encir-

- glement, Field Marshal Von

Kluge's forces were in the third
day of their headlong dash to
mach safety before the American,
British and Canadian pincers
coald clamp shut and cut off the
estimated 50,000 Germans witn
tanks and assault gupns who re-
msin in the pecket.
Retreat in Daylight

The Germans, using €very con-
ceivable means of transport from
horse-drawn wagons to tanks,
choked the highways from Tin-
chebray to Paris in their franiic
flight from death. So urgent was
Von Kluge's order to escape it
all cust that the Nazis were re-
treating in full daylight, despite
the -Allied air threat

The enemy's plight was des-
pcrate as the Americans, led by
Lt. Gen. Omar N. Bradley,
smashed up from Argentan and
the Canadians and Britfsh, un-
der Gen. Sir Bernard L. Mont
gemery, crashed in fiom the
north and west. ‘Lt. Gen, George
S. Patton Jr.’s Third Army head-
ed the American drive.

While the Allied air forces,
ranging the clear, sun-brilliant
skies, pounded the escape high-
ways toward Paris to lhe east,
2,000 American - and Canadian
tanks were reported hammermng
the German pocket from the
south and north.

Meanwhile, Bradley's Yanks at-
tacked on the entire 0-mile bot-

~tom of the sack from Domfront
‘to. north of Argentan, while

Montgomerys forces pressed
their offensive on the 30-mile
stretch from Tinchebray to Fa-

laise.
The Picture

These were the latest changes
on, the front:

The American armored force
which stabbed north from May-
enne and northwest from Alen-
con reached Ranes, 11 - miles
southwest of Argentan, where
they me' resistance.

The Bvitish captured Thury
Harcourt, wiping out the last
German wedge between the Lai-
son and Orne Rivers, and push>d
within two miles of Conde from
the northwest.

The Csanadians, now in posi-
tions on bigh ground soitn of
ile Laison, captured Quilley e
Tesson, Bout due Haut and
Maizierex— 8ll in the Laison val-
ley—and Bray. en Cinglais, two
miles west of the highway north
west of Potigny.

On the Canradians’' left flank
the Britisl: were advamcing east-
ward tcward St. Pierre sur Dives,
a large tcwn on the south bank

_ of the River Dives,

Lear Sees GIs Returning
Via Suez Canal, Tokyo

CINCINNATI, Aug. 15—1Ix,
Gen. Ber. Lear, commanding gen-
eral of the Army Groand Forces,
preqicted today that “much of
the wrmy new i Europe” would
retwrn honie after years of ab-
sence "via the Suez Canal and

Tokvo ™

Hodges, Patton Lead Ist, 3rd Armies;
Bradiey Commands 12th Army Group

Lt. Gen. George S. "0Old Blood
and Guts” Patton has been placed
in command of the U.S. Third
Army and Lt. Gen. Courtney H.
Hodges has taken over command
of the U. 8. First Army, it was
announced yesterday.

Both armies in France are now
part of the newly-formed 12th
U.S. Army Group, , commanded
by Lt. Gen. Omar N. Bradley,
who formerly led the First Army.

Gen. Sir Bernard Montgomery
is still commander-in-chief under
Gen. Eisenhower of all Allied
ground forces in northwest
France which include four armi
—British Second, Canadian P
and U.S8. First and Third.. .

Two other American com-
mandets were identified —Maj
Gen Wade H. Haislip as XIX
Corps commander and Maj, Gen.
Edward H Brooks as leader «f
the Second Armored Division.

Gen. Eisenhower, announcing
the appointment of ”Old Blood
and Guts” Patton. said that
Gen, Patton was now in his ac-
customed role of a dashing man
on a marching wing, Noted for
his rough and tough tactics in
the North African campaign,
Patton has been leading his
Third Army tanks in Brittany
and lower Normandy.

Gen. Hodges, commanding the
First Army, is 57 years old, and
served in France during the last

war as g lieutenant-colonel, He
enlisted in the Army in 1906,
served for three years as private,
corporal,. and sergeant, and was
commissioned a' second lieuten-
any in the infantry in 1909.
After the armistice, he took
part in the advance of American
troops toward the Rhineland,
and later served in Germany and
Luxembourg before returning
home. From 1940 on, he was suc-
cessively .commandant of the In-
fantry School at Ft. Benning,
Ga., chief of infantry in Wash-
ington, commander of the Ground
Forces’ Replacement and Schiool
command at Birmingham. Ala.,
end commander of the X Corps.

Gen. Halislip, leading the XIX
corps, served as captain and ma-
jor in the world war. In 1940,
he was member of the War De-
partment general staff, and in
1942 was assigned as commander
of the 85th Infantry Division at
Camp Shelby, Miss.

Gen. Brooks, commanding the
2nd Armored Division, served in
five major engagements during
the last war,’ and was in the
Army of Occupation until 1919.
He was on the War Department
general staff from 1939 to 1941,
and in 1942 was given command
of the 11th Armored until called
to England fo become command-
ing general of the Secorid Ar-
mored Division,

U.S., RAF Heavies Hit Nazi Airfields
In Holland, Belgium and Germany

In closely coordinated joint operations in which Eighth Air Force

fighters for the first tim. escorted RAF bombers

as well as their own

Flying Fortresses and Liberators. Ailied planes struck at enemy aero-
dromes in t e Lowlands and Germany yesterday, while fighter-bomb-
ers maintained at'acks on enemy communications in France.

2 Weeks 10 Mail
Bailot Requesis

Soldiers who want to vote in
the November election will
have tc mail a postcard appli
cation for an abseniee ballut
before Sept. 1..just two weeks
away.

The po'steard application
blan%s, obtainable from umit
commanders, are #cceptable in
all” slates except South Caro-
lina, where a brief letter con-
taining the same information
as the posteard requesting an
absentee baflot is required.

The Secretary ‘of *State to
whom the card is addressed is
supposed to send a ballot in re-
turn, If he doesn’t, soldiers
from 20 states can use a so-
callec ”Supplemental Federal
Ballot.” Troops from the 28
other states are cut of luck.

States which have authorizeil
use of the federal ballot are:
California, Connecticut, *Flor-
ida, Georgia, Maine, Maryland,
Massachusetts, ‘Michigan, Ne-
braska, New Hampshire, New
Jersey, New Mexico, North
Carolina, Oklahoma, Oregon,
Rhode Island, Texas, Utah,
Vermont and Washington.

SECURITY TALKS NEAR

WASHINGTON, Aug. 15—Sec-
retary of State Cordell Hull dis-
closed that Russia and China, as
well as Britain, have been fully
apprised of American plans for
a post-war world security organ-
ization. A fcur-power conferen-e
on world security will open next
Moncay at Dumbarton Oaks, fa-
mous old Georgetown estate.

Halifaxes and Lancasters con-
centrated one of the heaviest at-
tacks of the war upon nine air-
flelds in Holland and Belgium,
and Eighth bombers plastered
Luftwaffe bases and aerdromes
scattered from the Rhine to
northwest Germany. More than
5,000 tons of bombs were dropped
by the RAF.

Sixteen U.S. bombers and five
fighters were missing from the
raid. The bombers shot down 13
enemy craft while the fighters
acecunied for 22,

Ninth Air JForce Marauders
and Havocs attacked a railway
center at Serqueux, 25 miles
north of Rouen, and two bridges
spanning the Oise, north of Paris.

Marauders, carrying 2,000-
pound bombs, blasted heavy gun
batteries guarding the port of
St. Malo, splattering huts and
other installations with incendi-
aries in the attiack, No enemy
fighters or flak were encountered.

An ammunition dump at Mar-
seille en Beauvajisis, 50 miles
north arnd west of Paris, believed
to contamn large German am-
munition reserves, was set ablaze
by Ninth Murauders.

19th Tactical Air Unit
Here Under Weyland

Existence of the Ninet&ex}f'h
Taciical Air Command, operating
along with the Ninth Tactical
Ajr Command frem French bases
in support of American ‘groun:l
foroes, . was officially disclosed
yesterday by Maj. Gen. Hoyt S.
Vandenberg, commanding  gener-
al of the Ninth Air Force. The
Nineteenth is commanded by
Brig. Gen Otto P. Weyland,
fsrmerly leader of a pursuit

group in the Panama Canal Zone,

‘Fifth Front’ Opens Between
Marseilles, Nice: Airborne
Units Strike Before H-Hour

Strong American, Britlsh and French asasult forces. which landed
yesterday at a number of plaves along the southern French coast
between Marseilles and Nicr, appeansi to have won control of the
beaches last night after encouniering “only light ground opposition”
and no re:'stance from ihe Luftwaffe,

Allied headgquarters announced wai two small islands off the French
coast had been captured and thers were unofficio! reperts that some
Allied units had driven several miles inlemi on the inainland. How-
ever, the official statement guve no indication ss {o the disposition
of the forces. .

The landings, shepherded by the greatest navel ieet ever employed
in the Mediterranesnh and prececied by wave upon wave of para-
troops and gliler units, confronted Adolf Hitler—-the mian who wanted
to fight on only one front at & time —with his fifth front: Russia,
western Fraace, southern Prance, I=ly aud the air over festung
Europsa. -

"By mid-moming,” an Allin headquarters scommunigue said last
night. “all fandinrs were proveading sticeessfully according to schedule
against ordy Lgh ground oprosition and »no air opposition. Supperi-
ing airborte opmiations also were successfully exocuted.”

Attack According 1o Schedule

Gen. Sir Henry Makland Wilson, Supceme Alied comamaander in
the Meiiterranensy whose heidquarters recently was moved from
Algiers io Italy, proc’aimed that his forces were invading southern
France "o cariv off the Germane and to effect a junction with the
Allied aimies advahwing from Wormandy.”

Thes laadings-—carriel ot with an armada of 800 merchant s2d
warships-—~were m.ic in ealm, clear weather and went off exactly us
schedulod, it was officisfly anncunced. The largest nuniber of amrbomne
Troops ever used L sac. an operation selzed. the high ground over-
looking the beaches after Groppin; from hundreds of planes behind
the coastal defenses belore dewn,

Flying at 1,00¢ feet over tli» beachheads, Assoclated Piess Cories-
pondent Kennedd) Dixon said Lhat an hour after the landings began
there was no sign of any kind of a stiuggle for 20 niles along the
Riviera.

Although there was no menijon of specific uniis invuived W the
invasion, Donald Coe, Blue Network correspondent, reported he was
permitted to disclose that "the major part of the landing foroes wes
composed of American troops.” The first French forces to participate
in a landing on their homelanc also took part in the invasion,

The United Press sair it understood that Lé, Gen. Jacob L. Devers,
former ETOUSA commander, was the field commander of the Alied
invasion forces. Devers has been serving as deputy Allide commander
in the Mediterranean.

Even as-the armies were swarming ashore, Gen. Charles DeGamie's
French Committee of National Liberation broadcast an appeal for a
nation-wide uprising of the French mpeople against the CGerman oc-
capation forces.

Path Leads Up Rhone Valley

Overnight, by their new operation 450 miles south of tbe fighting
in the Seine-Loire wedge, the Allies doubled the scale of their assaulb
in western Europe and set their feet on the traditional invasion route
into France from the south--up the Rhone gap between the moun-
tains that overspread southern France.

Best Allied opinion last night was that the Germans in southern
France have only seven divisione at their disposal in an area where
the Underground has been reported strong. It was suggested that the
Allies aimed to cleave communications between the German First
and 19th Armies stationed in southemn France., The enemy’s biggest
strategic reserve has been reported at Avignon, 55 miles morth of
Marseilles.

" A German communugi:: admitted that AMied troops had landed on
a T5-mile section of the southern French coast hetween Toulon and
Cannes and that "our coasta defense is engaged in a fight with the
enemy’s landing troops.” Some observers gpeculated that the Allies
went ashore on the plain of Frejus some 50 mites northeast of Towlon

Toulon, where the French fleet was scuttled by its crews when
Hitler grabbed unoccupied France shortly after the North African
landings, is one of France’s greatest naval bases, Cpnncs je & widely-
known French Riviers resort city.

No Air Opposition, Little Ack-Ack

H-Hour for the operation was at 0800 hours. when the thousends
of ground troops began streaming ashore after naval guns had bom-
barded the Germans' coastal installations for more than an hour.

Bi5 long before that hour Allled bombers and airborne troops were
in action. The full welght of th Mediterratiean Alliai Alr Forces—

more than 14,000 combat airmen—was thrown inlo the operation,

Pilots of the planes from whici parachutists jumped a lMile hefore
dawn said they cncountercd little or no ack-ack fire

However, an official announcement sald 30 Allied pisnes were lost
in the early hcous of the landings

Heavy and medium bombers prepared the blow Monday by dumping
at least 1,000 tons of explosives on gun emplacements from Marmetlles
to Nice. Not a single snemy plene rose in challengeas they atiacked
deeply-imbedded coastal artillery, and Mustangs and Lightings strafed
radio stations near Toulon, Nice and Cannes

In the hours before dawn, heavies and tmotical aircraft siruck at
strongpoints, coastal defenses, troop concenirations. supply dumps
and beach obstacles, Farther inland they smashed airficlds and com-
munications 13-

50. FRANGE




Page 2

THE STARS AND STRIPES

Wednesday, August 16, 1944

3 THF STARS AND STRIPES

Frinted for U. 8. Armed forces undex auspices of the Special Serv-
ice Divisior ETOUSA

Contents passed by the U. 8. Army and Navy censors. Continental
edition. Entered as seconc class matter Mar, 15, 1943, at the post
office, New York, N. Y. under the Act of Mar. 3, 1879, Mabterial
appearing in this publicatior has been written and edited by umi-
formed members of- the Army, except where stated that a civilian
or other outside source is belng quoted.

i Vol. 1, No. 38, August 16, 1944

4

- Straight

from the Front

By Ernie Pyle |

i Scripps-Howard Correspondent
SOLDIERS are mace out of the strangest people. I've recently made
a new friend—just a plain old Hocsier—who is so quiet and hum-

ble you'd hardly know he’s around.

Yet already, in our few weeks_of invasion fighting, he has killed
four of the enemy. and learned war’s wise little ways of destroying

life and preserving your own.

He hasn't become the "killer”
type that war makes of some =ol-
diers; he has merely become ad-
justed to the design of an ob-
ligatory new profession.

His name is George Thomas
Clayton. Back home he always
is known as Tommy. In the
Army, *he “is sometimes called
George, but usually just Clayton.
He is from Evansville and lives
with his sister at 862 Covart Ave-
nue. He is a front line infantry-
man of a rifle company in the
29th Division.

By the time this is printed,
he’l be back in the lines. Right
at the moment he is out of com-
bat for a brief rest period. He
spent a few days in an exhaus-
tic: camp, then was assigned
pmeily over to the camp where I
work out from—the camp for
correspondents. ‘That's how we
gor acquainted.

Rather Have the BAR

CLAYTC!N is a private first
" nluse. He operates a Browning
automstic rifie. He has turned
down two chances to become a
ptuck sergeant ond squad leader
siznply because he'd rather keep
his powerful
siripes and less personal pro-
tegtion. He landed. in Normandy
on D-Day—on the toughest of
bruches. He was in the line for
37 days without a rest. He had
ipnutnerakle narrow escapes.
Twice he had 83s hit within a
couple of army’ lengths of him.
But the funnel of concussion was
away from him and ‘he didn’t
zet @ scratch, though it covered
Wi and bis rifle with divt. Then
a third one hi: about ten feet
away and made him deaf in the
right ear. He'd always had trouble
with his ear anyway—earaches
and things as & chiid. Even in
thin Army back in Ameriea he
had to beg doctors to waive his
ear defect o order to come over-
seas. He it siill a little hard of
hesring in that ear from shell-
burzt, but it's gradually coming
back.

When Tuomemy frally left the
lines i was preitv well done up
and his sergeant wanted to send
him to a hospital. But he begged
not to go for fear he wouldn’t get
back to his al¢d company, so they

BAR .than have |

' Clayton several

let him go to rest camp instead.
And now, after a couple of weeks
with us (provided the proximity
of correspondents doesn't drive
him frantic) he will return to
the lines with his old -outfit.
Clayton has worked at all kinds
of things back. in that other
world of civilian life. He has
been a farmhand, cook, bartend-
er. Just before the Army, he was
gauge-honer in the Chrysler ord-
nanee plant at Evansville. When
the war is over, he wants to go
intc business for himself for the
first time in his life. He prob-
ably will set up a small restau-
rant in Evansvillee He says his
brother-in-law will back him.
Tommy - was shipped. overseas
after only two months in the
Army and now has been out cf
America 18 months. He is me-
dium sized, dark-haired, has a
little mustache and the funniest-
looking head of hair you ever
saw this side of Buffalo Bill’s
show. While his division was
killing time the last few days be-
fore leaving England, he and
three other boys decided to have
their hair cut Indian fashion.

Indian Haircuts

THEY had their heads clipped
skin tight. all except two-inch
rings starting at the forehead
and running clear to the -backs
of their necks., It makes them
look more comical than ferocious,
which they’d intended. Two of
the four have been wounded and
evacuated to England.

I'd chatted off and on with
days before he
told me how old he was. I was
amazed. So much so that I asked
several other people to guess ati
his age and -they all guessed
about the same as I did—about
26. -
Actually he will be 38 his next
birthday. ]

And that’s pretty well. along
in years to be a front line in-
fantryman. It’s harder on a man
at that sge. As Clayfon himself
says, "when you pass that 30-
mark, .ycu begin to slow up a
little.” I¢’s harder for you to take
the hard ground and the rain
and the sleepleness and the un-
ending wracking of it all. And
yet at 38 he elected to go back.

Oniy 23 Shopping Days 1o Xmas
For Yanks in France, PX Warns

There ate on'y 23 more shop-
sing days unti Christmas for
Yaoks in France.

No, the Yule date hasn't besn
puzited up thres months—but if
soldiers nere waut ibeir gifts to
reach the fclks cack home by
Dee, 25 they wil have to place

orders witk tiw nearest PX ar
agent before Sent. 8.
Thizs wns :evenied yesterday

when Maj, Hsaroid G. Schaefers,
Army Exchange Officer for Com-
muniatens Zone, announc:d
that T'Xs in France are row tak-
ing oirders for Christmas gifis to
persons within the Continental
limuts of the Fnited States.

I: amees where PXs have ncof
yet, been established, arrange-
monts beve been made for com-
mandtng officars ¢f units down
to comvany strength to handle
gift orders, Maj. Schaefers saia
commanding oflicers desring in-
{formation on this subject should
contaat thelr Army or Buase Sec-
tion Exchange oflicer.

An urgent plea to soidiers to
get thelr crders in early to fore.
stzll a Mast-ininute rush was
voiced by Army Exchange offi-
cers, They sald orders received
before Sept. 8 would, barring un-
foreseen clrcumstances, reach
“theix destinations by Christmas

A wide variety of items is in4
cluded in the Exchange Service's
Christmas Catalog, 1944 Actual
mailing of the presents will be
handled by national agents in
the States acting in cooperation
with the Army.

‘he opening in Cherbourg Jf
three hew PXs—one for officers
and two for EM—was announceil
yasterday - by 1/Lt. George H.
Rome o1, Cherbourg Exchange

Officer. These will handle only
Christmas gift orcers and war
bonds at present,

The Cherbeurg PXs are locat-
ed at 9 Rue du Commerce, just
around the corner from the
Amearican Red Cross Club Vic-
toire: 43-48 Rue Alfred Rossei
two blocks west of the Hotel
Atlantique; and 57 Rue Albelt
Mahisu scress from the officers’
sales’ store. The first two PXs
are fer enlisted men, the last for
cificers.

Other exchanges had previous-
ly been established in hospiials,
replacemart depots, and in vari-
ous service stations in the Com-
munications Zone,

SAIPAN GiIs GET RADIO

SATPAN, Aug. 15—The first GI
shortwave radio station on Sai-
pan has been established to bring
musical programs and news
broadcasts to troops in the Mari-
anas. The 50-watt station is
called WXLB, "The Voice of

| Saipan.”

Ey Earl Mazo

Stars and Stripes Staff Writer

MORTAIN, Aug. 13 (Delayed)
—Lost Sunday the nberated peo-
ple of Mortain saic they wore
the bappiest in all France. The
war had passed them by, and
their towr was unscathed.

Today they were trudging back
to the ruins of -beautiful homes
on the slope of a steep hill, and
while they wave to Americuns
and csome throw flowers and

i kisses, grim. faces tell the story

of their week of horror
abandoned iron ore mine.

The -Germans seemed to be in
full retreat when the Americans
made their first entry into Mor-
tain last week Their tanks and
vehicles and fool sloggers moved
through thes tuwn so fast, in fast,
that there was no time for loot-
mng or firing, and when the
Americans came the peopls of
Mortain were en the - streets to
tell of their Jey. They said they
would ceiebrate for a week. Prep-
arations were made for the'long-
deiayed wedding of two of the
town's prominent citizens, and
small street cafes were gay with
bunting and color.

Then came the early Monday
German uttack, the drive aimed
at Avranches to cut off the Am-
erican armies in Brest.

Mortain was the focal point in

in an

e —

Liberation Postponed, Mﬂortuin Fo'k
Pass Weary Wee_lfi_n{lbundoned Mine

that attack Most of the fighting
for the next week went on “in
and arcund Mortain,

The pecple, dazed by the turn
cf events, streamed ¢n mass2 to
a hever. they thought they wou'd
have to use before—a filthy,
abardoned iron ore mine. And
for six deys hundreds of thom,
mer, women and children, young
and cld, uved there .ike trapped
animals waiting for slaughter.

The first few deys, especially,
were i{criure. Battie-grazed Gor-
mans were everywhere shooting
and shouting. Once a German
tank drove up to the tunnel <n-
trance and the people thoiight
the muzzle of its big gun was
pointed into the opening.

When the end came to meager
fcod supplies men sneaked out
into the fields end picked up
cabbage and potatees. Twios
they brcught back cows. The
whole Mortain population lived
like one family. Old town feuds
meltel. When a baby was borm
to one woman, the olhers helped,
and they all had a part in nam-
ing it

Late last might- the Germans
were cdriven back i

And teday the people of Mor-
fain  most ‘of them sick with
dysentery, were trouping back to
the smoking remains of their
proud little town,

~News From Home

Corn Crop Suffers

and central Illinois, Indiana, Ohio
and EKentucky.

The Department of Agricul-
ture fcrecast a total corn crop
redustion of 51 million bushels in
1lhneis, Indiana and Ohio.

t Springfield, Ill.,, a §7-degree
heat melted most of the city’s
ice supply and cealers had to
enforce hasty rationing meas-
ures, It was so hot in Chicago
that when firemen pouring water
cnto._a buning bridge accident
ally sprayed a perspiring crowd
of onlookers, cnly a few" hoth-
ered fo mcve.

Meanwhile, oareas west of the
Misrissippi, including the Great
Plains states which normally are
relatively dry, have been getting
an abindarce of rain.

During June alope rainfall was
87 per cent above nermal in
North Dakecta, 10 per cent abnve
in Montana and 22 per cent
above in Nebraska. Though these
states dropped back 1o normal in
July, ramfall has shot up again
in August.

Excessive rains have caus2d
come damage to crops in the
west, but on the whole crops have
been good

WALLACE BACKS EX-RIVAL

MINNEAPOLIS, Aug. 15—Vice-
Pres’dert Henry A ‘Wallace, de.
feated Demccratic candidate, will
make at least one major cam-
paign sprech in support  of the
Rousevelt-Truman Lickef, Wal-
lace's anncunced Minnesota
speech was believed to be the
first indication he would actively
support the man who defeated
him for renommnation.

NEW GOP CHIEF IN N. Y.

ALBANY, N. Y., Aug. 15—W. L.
Jaeckle has announced the ap-
pointment of Arthur H. Schwartz.
40, New York atforney, as cam-
paign manager for the Republi-
can Party in New York state.
Schwartz will take over duties
formerly held by Herbert Brown-
ell Jr., who now is handling the
party’s campaign nationally.

* FORD'S CAMF FOR VETS
DETROIT, Aug. 15—Henry
Ford has turned over his C?rg_p
Legica to “cecupational rehabui-
tation” of erippled or otherwise

handicapped veterans of - this
war. -

as Drought Hits

Ohio, Indieng, lllinois and Kentucky

CHICAGO, Aug. 15—While torrentia: rains flooded the country
west of the Mississippi, state- eas’ of the river parched last week in
a drought vhich seared further an already badly damaged corn crop,
withered soybeans anc left many victorr gardens total losses,

Drought conditions -—vere worst damage was heaviest in southern

s Uther Fronts

NEW RED THREAT
TO EAST PRUSSIA

Gen. George Zakharov's Sac-
cnd White Russian Army, 'suc
cessfully past the Bicbrza River
and _fortifications guarding the
southeastern corner of East Prus
sia at Oscwiec. was reported by
Berlin yesterday to be preparing
for a ncw thrust at the Reich
border less than 16 milés beyond.

On the Estonian front, the
Russians apparently were throw-
ing in strong rces to breag
throngh the remaining 17 ‘miles
to Valsa, the junction where
they can cut the Tallinn-Riga
railway.

Thirty-five miles south of War-
saw, where' the Russians hold a
bridgehead west of the Vistula
near Warks, the enemy reported
a major Soviet attack punched
wedges in the German iames, but
claimed these were sealed off.

8th Army Improves

Florence Position

The Allied position in Florence
improved yesterday as German
shelling of the city A decreased
The Eighth Army blasted Nazi
toeholds on the Arno River east
and west of the city.

Rome reports indicated a cabi-
net rcshuffle to inelude Orlando
as premier and Badoglio as for-
eign minister was imminent.

. OWI LAYS PACIFIC PLAN
US. ARMY HQ, Guam, Aug.
15—Admitting that Allied propa-
ganda in the Pacific has not been
as successful as that directed to-
ward Germany, Elmer Davis,
OWTI chief, affnounced today that
the propaganda program would

FRENCH BOXING
CHAMP TO TOUR

MONTREAL, Aug. 15—Armand
Vincent, Montreal sports promo-
ter. yesterday he "had signed a
contract with Mike Jacobs giving
the New York promoter exclusive
rights to the services of Marcei
Cordan, French middleweight
who will arrive for a tour late
this morth The contract includes
Cordan's bouts in {he United
ESlates and Canada,

Cordan won the middleweight

championship in the inter-Allied
boxing tournament staged at
Algiers by Zeke Bonura, former
big leaguer now a M/Sgt. in
charge of athletics in North
Africa, and was the only finalist
to win his title vig™the knockout
route.
. Cordan is in Casablanca await-
ing transportation. He will make
his tour on furlough from the
French Army

'‘Walker’s Ankle Bone
Chipped, X-Ray Shows

ST. LOUIS, Aug, 15—X-Ray
pictures revealed yesterday that
Dixie Walker, Dodger outfielder
currently leading the National
League batting race, has a chip-
ped bone ,in his right ankle.
Walker has been {roubled lately
-with lameness which reduced him
to a pinch-hitter and part-time
outfielder.

The injury occured June 26 at
the Polo Grounds inter-league
game against the Yankees and
Giants when he was struck by
a foul from his own bat.

:
. Majors & Mimors

AMERICAN, LEAGUE
Boston 5, St. Louis 1
New ¥York 2, Chicago 1
Philadelphia 7, Detroit 5
Washington 8, Cleveland 5
W L PCT

- GB
St Louis 66 45 .595
Boston . 60 50 545 515
Detroit 57 .52: 523. -8
New York 56 52 519 814
Chicago 62 58 . 473 13%
Cleveland 53 60 .469 .14

Philadelphia 51 62 451 186
Washington 47 63 427
NATIONAL LEAGUE
St Louis 4 Brooklyn 3 (night)
Cincinnati 6, New York 3
Pittsburgh 7, Boston6 (1st, 12 ins)
Pittsburgh 5. Boston 0 (2nd)
Philadelphia 6, Chicago 1
W L

PCT. GB
St. Louis 78 28 .736 ~
Cincinnati 60 45 571 17%
Pittsburgh 60 45 571 17%
Chicago 47 55 461 29
New York 50 659 459 29%
Philagdelphia 42 61 408 34%
Bosto! ., 43 64 402 35%
Brooklyn 43 66 .394 36%

INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE
Baltimore 9, Montreal 8
Buffalo 16, Syracuse 6
Jersey City 4, Toronto 2 (1st)
Toronto 2..Jersey City 1 (2nd)
Newark 5, Rochester 3

W L PCT. GB
Baltimore 70 51 579
Newark 70 54 565 1%
Buffalo 64 60 516 T%
Jersey City 61 58 513 8
Montreal 57 62 479 12
Toronto 58 65 472 13
Syracuse 54 66 450 1514
Rochester 53 T1 427 18%

AMERICAN ASSOCITION
Toledo 3, Milwaukee 0
Columbus 5, Kansas City 2 (1st)
Kansas City 7, Columbus 1 (2nd)
Ind’pls 4, Minneapolis 1 (1st)
Ind’pls 6, Minneapolis 5 (2nd)

W L PCT. GB

Milwaukee 82 39 678

Louisville 72 48 600 9%
Toledo T2 48 600 9%
Columbus 67 55 549 15%
St. Paul 63 53 543 16%
Minneapolis . 63 53 .543 16%
Indianapolis 42 76 .356 3814

Kansas City 34 82 293 4515

be stepped up along with Amerl- & ""pACIFIC COAST LEAGUE
ca’s stepped up land, sea and air W L PCT. GB
offensive against Japan. Los Angeles 73 55 570 —
| 2 516

WOUNDED JUMPERS HOME | folvword =68 €2 308

CHARLESTON, S. C., Aug. 15-- | Portland 64 63 50r 8'%
Fourteen U. S. paratroopers, | Oakland 64 64 500 9
wounded when thay dropped in | Seattle 62 68 481 12
France on D-Day, have arrived | Sacramento 60 68 469 13
on the hospital ship Wisteria. San iego 58 T1 450 15%
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