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THE TEMPORARY COORDINATING œMMISSION (TKK) addressed 
a message to the XIII World Congress of the ICFTU 
(Oslo, 23-30 June) which, due to an exceptional de-
lay, arrlved toc late to be read out at the Congress 
itself. We reproduce the text as follows: 

On behalf of the working people of Poland, we wish 
to convey our greetings to the World Congress of the 
International Confédération of Free Trade Unions 
(ICFTU). Our Coordinating Office Abroad in Brussels 
is representing NSZZ "Solidarnosc" at your Congress 
as the situation in our country makes it impossible 
for us to send a délégation from Poland. The présent 
situation also hinders coopération between our Union 
and other trade unions around the world. However, the 
régime has been unable to destroy this coopération 
and to isolate our Union from the free trade union 
movement. "Solidarnosc" has ties and coopérâtes wlth 
many union organizations, foremost among them being 
the International Confédération of Free Trade Unions. 
The ICFTU has supported "Solidarnosc" in Poland and 
abroad vàth moral, political and material aid since 
the mémorable August of 1980. It is assistance which 
continues to be very valuable and necessary for the 
working people of Poland. We wish to emphasise our 
appréciation by expressing our thanks directly to the 
World Congress of the ICFTU. 

The free trade unions in Poland are confronted by 
and must résolve problems unfamiliar to trade unions 
functioning in deraocratically ruled countries due to 
différences in our political Systems. One such exam
ple is that of élections to the Sejm; formally the 
Polish Parliaraent, though in fact an instrument con-
trolled by the totalitarian authorities which do not 

TOGETHER WITH THIS MESSAGE was a letter addressed to 
John Vanderveken, General Secretary of the ICtTU: 

Dear Brother Vanderveken, 
On behalf of Polish unionists, we wish to address 

this letter to you and to ail members of the trade 
unions affiliated with the International Confédéra
tion of Free Trade Unions. 

Récent events in the history of Polish trade 
unionism hâve shown that our free trade union 
movement haa not been broken despite widespread 
terror, repressions and administrative pressures. The 
authorities hâve been unable to alter social con-
sciousness, and working people in Poland hâve 
remained faithful to NSZZ "Solidarnosc". This was 
true even after the delegalization of our union, an 
act which infringed ail the Gdansk Agreements, as 
well as the ILO Conventions and other international 
obligations ratified by the government of the Polish 
Peoples' Republic. 

Our union functions in a great majority 'of under-
takings. Underground Enterpise Commissions (TKZ) are 
active with coordination at the régional level. The 
Temporary Coordinating Commission (TKK), which main-
tains organizational contact with Lech Walesa, 
directs the underground trade union movement in 
Poland at the national level. 

The goal of our struggle is the restoration of 
trade union and self-government rights in Poland 
through the implementation of the "Self-Governing 

Belgium 
admit any independent organizations, including free 
trade unions. Today the Polish question is relevant 
to ail working people in the world; only 
international solidarity can effectively counter the 
expansion of totalitarian Systems throughout the 
world. Poland is the most glaring case in Eastern 
Europe; a similar situation, though without a state 
of war, is found in other countries of the région. 
NSZZ "Solidarnosc" has not and will not cease its 
activités in spite of repression, the murder of union 
activists, imprisonment and torture. Young Pôles are 
becoming hardened by the difficult conditions which 
we face. They are learning how to défend their own 
dignity, how to défend and deraand their rights. We 
wish to assure the ICFTU World Congress that 
"Solidarnosc" is, and will continue to be, active in 
its struggle for thèse values. We are convinced that 
our expériences, though tragic, will bear fruit in 
the future. We hope that this short, of necessity, 
summary of the conditions in which we find ourselves 
will further strengthen your support for NSZZ "Soli
darnosc" . 

On behalf of Polish unionists, we extend our best 
wishes to the XIII World Congress of the ICFTU. We 
believe your délibérations will be of great signifi-
cance for the future of the international trade union 
movement. 

Gdansk, 23 June 1983 

For the Temporary Coordinating Commission 
of NSZZ "Solidarnosc" 
/ - / Bogdan Lis 

Republic" program adopted by the First National Con
vention of NSZZ "Solidarnosc" in Gdansk, 1981. We 
will persist in our struggle for worker représenta
tion independent of the totalitarian authorities, in 
spite of constraints, arrests, political trials and 
forced unemployment. We are aware that we are 
fighting not only for the Polish cause. A Poland free 
of tension, respectful of human rights and 
economically stable, will contribute to international 
security and peace. 

The International Confédération of Free Trade 
Unions has aided and supported our struggle since 
August 1980; this assistance became particularly 
valuable after 13 December 1981. We wish to express 
our appréciation and thanks for this to you 
personally, Brother Vanderveken. We deeply value your 
position of solidarity with Poland, your efforts in 
organising ICFTU political and moral support on an 
international level and financial assistance for the 
purchase of equipment and other materials needed for 
NSZZ "Solidarnosc" activities in Poland, and your 
backing for the "Solidarnosc" offices outside Poland 
Ail this was and continues to be of immeasurable 
importance to us. We feel gratified that you 
personally, as well as unionists in the free world, 
hâve a correct understanding of the Polish 
government's allégations that your assistance consti-
tutes an "interférence in Polish affairs". This 
assertion is unsubstantiated and is not shared by 
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Polish unionists. We are counting on further support 
for our struggle and on the strengthenlng of ties 
between the Polish trade union movement and the free 
trade unions affiliated with the ICFTU. 

The workera of Poland send you and the free trade 
unions their greetings and thelr beat wlshea for 
success in your work of proooting the cause of free 
trade unionisa and of international solidarity. 

10 June 1983 
For the Temporary Coordlnating Coomission 
"Solidarnosc" 
I - I Bogdan Lis 
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THE WARSAW UPRISING, led by the Polish Home Arny (AK), 
broke out against the Nazis at 5 o'clock in the 
evening of 1 August 1944. The Soviet Army, standing 
on the opposite side of the Vlstula River, failed to 
aid the Uprising, which ended in defeat. To coimieao-
rate the start of the Uprising, the inhabitants of 
Uarsaw gather annually at the Powazki Cemetary, vhere 
symbolic graves of the roughly 100,000 fighters, 
young and old, who died in the Uprising are located. 
The authorities do not recognize this anniversary. 
Thia year, about 20,000 people gathered at the ceme
tary, demonstrating at the same time their support 
for the "Solidarnosc" trade union. The next anniver
sary which vrill also be celebrated wlthout the autho
rities' approval will be 31 August, which marks the 
anniversary of the signing of the Gdansk Agreements 
and the émergence of the indépendant, self-governing 
trade union NSZZ "Solidarnosc". The Temporary Coordl
nating Comaission (TKK) issued a spécial resolution 
on 28 July concerning this anniversary. The full text 
of this resolution will be published in the next 
Isaue of the News. 

EXCERPTS FROM INTERVIEW WITH Zbigniew Bujak. member 
of the Temporary Coordinating Commission, published 
in Tygodnik Mazowsze on 1 July, prior to the 
liftingof the state of war. On the possibillty of 
"Solidarnosc" activists coming out of hiding, Bujak 
said this would not include "Solidarnosc" leaders and 
their closest co-workers, "who must sacrifice their 
Personal lives so that "Solidarnosc" can continue to 
fonction nationwj.de." He noted, however, that 
although "Solidarnosc" la forced to work in the 
underground, most activists lead normal working liVtea 
and are relatively safe. "The number of people hiding 
is not very large. Those in hiding, however, will 
remain so until trade union activity is no longer 
punishable by prison terms, in other words until a 
full amnesty is announced for the imprisoned and 
until persécution for socio-political activity is 
ended." Bujak discarded the possibillty of dropping 
the boycott against the government-sanctioned unions, 
saying that such a step would be tantamount to 
encouraglng membership in the new unions, and would 
only be possible if the unions were independent of 
the administration and the party. By dropping the 
boycott, the Polish workers would "give up their 
right to Independent trade unions, the main 
achievement of August '80. Ail those in Poland who 
continue to boycott the new unions despite pressure 
and blackmall, want their own union and will only 
join such a union." On the forthcoming anniversary of 
the Gdansk Agreements, Bujak said it would be a tine 
for reminding everyone of che contents of the social 
accords and for formulating an updated version of the 
August postulâtes, outlinlng basic objectives for th« 
future. 

JACEK KURON RERJSED A GOVERNMENT proposai to send him 
and his family out of Poland permanently. Kuron, a 
chief advisor to "Solidarnosc", has been jailed since 
December 1981 on charges of attempting to overthrow 
the governœent by force. (Herald Tribune. 5 August 
1983) 

BRONISUW GEREKEK WAS RECENTLY RELEASED after being 
arrested on 6 May for organlzing a joint meeting 
between Lech Walesa and the leaders of other Polish 
unions (branch and autonomous) dissolved by the 
authorities. Geremek was a top advisor to the 
national leadership of NSZZ "Solidarnosc". 

THE 6 MONTH LEAVE FROM PRISON granted to Mieczyslaw 
Gil, chairman of "Solidarnosc" at the Lenin 
Steelworks (Krakow) and member of the Malopolska 
Région Executive Cominittee, has been revoked by the 
Slask Mllitary Court. Gil was ordered back to prison 
for not spending his break with his parents, whose 
illness was cited as the reason for the leave. 
Solidarnosc Information no. 150 reporta that Gil, who 
suifers froo a spinal disorder, was in fact 
undergoing speclallzed treatment in a clinlc durlng 
his break. 

MANY PROMINENT CULTURAL ASSOCIATIONS hâve been either 
dissolved or suspended since the introduction of the 
state of war on 13 December 1981, The Union of Polish 
Journalists (SDP), the Polish Artists' Association 
(ZSP) and the Union of Polish Visual Artists (ZPAP) 
hâve ail been dissolved. The ZPAP was banned on 23 
June and replaced by a new Union of Sculptor Artists. 
The entire presidium of the Association of Polish 
Filmmakers (SFP), including Andrzej Wajda, was 
dismissed on 5 June. The Union of Polish Writers 
(ZLP) was accused by the government daily Trybuna 
Ludu of an uncompromising attitude following the 
introduction of the state of war and of being subser-
vient to the West. The daily demanded that the Union 
undergo a radical re-evaluation of its attitudes and 
recognise socialist principles of cultural policy. 
The ZLP's suspension was extended on 1 July for two 
montha. 

POLISH WRITERS ARE REFUSING government-sponsored 
literary awards. Joanna Papuzinska, Maciej Wojtyszko 
and other children's writers refused to hâve their 
names considered for the Premier's awards, granted 
annually durlng national Children's Day. Krystyna 
Wltwicka declined to accept her monetary award and 
asked that it be turned over to the Primate's Aid 
Committee. (Tygodnik Mazowsze, no. 56) 

THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COItlISSION for the Administration 
of Trade Union Assets announced on 25 June that 
"Solidarnosc" assets will soon be distributed, by way 
of a décision by the Council of Ministers, after 
consultations with the new government-sponsored trade 
unions. Capital assets of NSZZ "Solidarnosc" amount 
to the équivalent of some $3.4 million US, with 
liquid assets of about $6.5 million US. (TvRodnik 
Powszechny. 10 July 1983) 

12 "SOLIDARNOSC" MEMBERS IN GDANSK were charged on 4 
July with organising a clandestine railway workers' 
coordinating coomittee of "Solidarnosc", Northern Ré
gion, comprising Gdansk and Bydgoszcz. 
(Uncensored Polish News Bulletin, no. 14/83) 
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THE FACTORY COMMl'NIST PARTY COMMITTEE in the L'RSUS 
t r a c t o r fac tory ou t s ide Warsaw adopted a new ru le 
ob l ig ing every party member to jo in the new union 
o r g a n i z a t i o n . ( P o l i s h Monitoring B u l l e t i n . RFE, no. 
194) 

TWO STUDENTS AT THE SUSK UNIVERSITY were b r u t a l l y 
beaten during an i n t e r r o g a t i o n a f t e r being a r r e s t e d 
for t r a n s p o r t i n g underground papers . J . Jurkiewlcz 
and Cz. C iup insk i , a c t i v i s t s in the Indépendant S tu-
dent Union (NZS), were a r r e s t e d on 18 May for d i s -
t r i b u t i n g the NZS b u l l e t i n L ibe ra t i on . Jurkiewlcz was 
taken to the h o s p l t a l in s e r i o u s cond i t ion a f t e r the 
i n t e r r o g a t i o n . (Tygodnik Mazowsze No. 56) 

STANISUH AFENDA WAS SUSPENDED from h i s d u t i e s as a 
lawyer by the Minis te r of J u s t i c e four days a f t e r 
being e l e c t e d dean of the Lawyers Council in Lodz. 
Afenda has defended inany p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s , most 
r e c e n t l y Wladyslaw Frasyniuk, member of TKK a r r e s t e d 
i n October 1982. (TyRodnik Mazowsze No. 56) 

"THE FLOWERY STYLE used by the Po l i sh a u t h o r i t i e s t o 
desc r ibe the new régime does not mean the re w i l l be 
any change in the labour p o l i c y " , coroments the World 
Confédérat ion of Labour (WCL) in i t s bi-fflonthly news 
b u l l e t i n F lash , no. 207. 

AFL-CIO PRESIDENT LANE KIRKLAND issued a stateraent on 
22 J u l y , in response to the l i f t i n g of the s t a t e of 
war in Poland. The s t a t e œ n t reads as foUows: 

The l i f t i n g of m a r t i a l law in Poland i s a sham 
which in no way would j u s t i f y l i f t i n g the raodest 
s anc t ions a g a i n s t Poland imposed by the United 
S t a t e s . 

Many of the most r é p r e s s i v e f ea tu re s of the s t a t e 

of war hâve been i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d in Po l i sh c i v i l 
law, inc lud ing a ban on f ree a s s o c i a t i o n s and the 
r i g h t to jo in free t r ade unions . The so -ca l l ed amnes-
ty w i l l not apply to key l eade r s of "So l ida rnosc" . 

The l i f t i n g of sanc t ions under thèse c i rcumstances 
would betray those who hâve s a c r i f i c e d so much for 
the cause of human r i g h t s . I t would l eg i t ima te what 
the Temporary Coordinat ing Commission of " S o l i d a r 
nosc" has c a l l e d "a ges tu re devoid of p o l i t i c a l 
meaning." I t would undermine the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Labor 
O r g a n i z a t i o n ' s Conunission of Inquiry i n t o Po land ' s 
v i o l a t i o n s of freedom of a s s o c i a t i o n . I t would s i g n a l 
Poland and the Soviet Union t h a t the United S t a t e s 
lacks the s t e a d f a s t n e s s of purpose requ i red to sup
por t the p r i n c i p l e s embodied in the ILO convent ions , 
the Hels ink i Agreetnent, and o ther i n t e r n a t i o n a l human 
r i g h t s d é c l a r a t i o n s . 

The l i f t i n g of m a r t i a l law does nothing to r e s t o r e 
the r i g h t s won by the Po l i sh people in the August 
1980 Gdansk Agreement. Mar t ia l law i s not needed, a s 
the Sov ie t s hâve demonstrated, t o suppress freedom of 
a s s o c i a t i o n and o ther human r i g h t s . 

The AFL-CIO r é i t é r â t e s i t s support for " S o l i d a r -
n o s c ' s " demands t ha t the Po l i sh government r e l e a s e 
a i l p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s , recommit i t s e l f t o ablde by 
the Gdansk Agreement, and r e s t o r e t rade union r i g h t s . 

Thèse were e s s e n t i a l l y the cond i t ions o r i g i n a l l y 
s e t by the P rés iden t for the l i f t i n g of h i s 
s a n c t i o n s . Any r e t r e a t from them now would t r i v i a l i z e 
and demean che s a c r i f i c e and courage of the Po l i sh 
freedom f i g h t e r s whom the Presivlent has lauded so 
e loquen t ly . I t would be a s l a p in the face to Lech 
Ualesa and h i s brave b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s in 
"So l i da rnosc" . 

Un t i l thèse cond i t i ons a r e met, the AFL-CIO w i l l 
r e s o l u t e l y cont inue to oppose any reschedul ing of 
Po land ' s deb ts or any l i f t i n g of the sanc t ions now in 
p l ace . 


